Memorandum of Agreement 3975

Between the
~ Florida Deparement of Agriculture and Coasumer Services
T and the ' :
Florida Department of Enviranmentat Prg tection
and the L
Florida Fervilizer and Agrichemical 4sso¢iation, Incorporated
for
Yeolumtary Implementatinn of Best Manazemcat Practices
as an
Alternative to Permitting
for
- Blended Fertilizer Plants in Flarida

A, Purpise of Agrecmient

The purpose of this Memorardam of Agreement Is to esteblish agresmant, duties, golicies, and
procedures o prevent surfice and zround water contarinztion at blended Farrilizer plancs
throngh voluntary use of Best Management Pracrices {BiPs).

All agency recors, repons, ad monitoring daca, other than propriciary information exempted -
under 3. 405074 Florida Stetutes (F.S) or s, 405,111 .5, constitute pubtic record end are
swbisct o the provisions of Chapter 119F.5.

k. Stipulations

WHEREAS, the Department of Agriculiure and Consumer Services MACS) maintzins a
network of fertilizer planc fnspectors throughaut the sete 2nd activaly desires to promote
envirpntenially sound agricultural prectices;

WHEREAS, the Depertment of Enviranmetsal Protection (DET} actively ¢rcourazes trade
assaciations and reguiated industry proups to join with the Department in prometing pailution
prevention pragrams ameng their members ta achieve volunary compliance =ith environmental
standards;

WHEREAS, the Florida Ferrilizer and Agricherical Association (FFAA) is an association of
persong, firms, and eorporations engzzed in the production, distribution, or sale of agriculiural
chemicals, including [Headed fertbhizars;

[

WHEREAS, the FFAA estimates thet its members produce 50% of che blended fectilizer sald in



the Stats of Florida and FEAA is the only traﬁe group actively representing blended fertilizer
plant evners in the Stae of Florida,

WHEREAS, all partics agree that blended fartilizer p']ents are requiired to prevent discharges that
vinlate supface or gioend water standards,

‘F."P[EREHS, 21l parties agres that some existing and historical practices in the blended Ferilizer
industry &ave the potential to cause surface and ground water contamination;

WHEREAS, all parties acknowledgs that, if blended fertilizer plants are coastructed and
operated in sccondance with BMPs, the potential for environmental hacm ¢an be minimized or
eliminated;

WHEREAS, DEF is in the initial stage of implementing Ecosystem Management in Flarida, and
that persenal environrmental stewardship by each individual and corparation in the state js 2
soenerstone of this effort, snd that education of the regulated community in the inethods of

pellition prevention and responsible plent operation is essential ta their ability to achieve such
 stewardship:

WHEREAS, all parsies agrze that the vnlunt:arg,r implementstion of BMPs can produce
envirenmentat benefits cquat or superior to those achieved through a traditional regulasery
approach;

WEHEREAS, the DEF, DACS, and the FFAA have reached consensus on a set of BMPs which
tan signirtcantly redace the potential for surface and ground water contamination.

WHEREAS, the DEP, DACS, and the FFAA agree that ravision of the BMPs may be required
23 gddisional informetion bacomes available,

WHEEREAE, 2]l parties agree that no person o facility under peomit or enforcement action
would he retieved of any responsibility under this asreement;

WHEREAS, all parties azvee that this Agreement has no effect upon the ability of the DEP 1o
conduct enforcement actions or require permits of eny facility which is a potentia) source of
polluticn;

WHEREAS, all parties agree the existing DALS inspection program for fertilizer plants is the
madt efficient and cost-affective methl.':rd 10 meaitor BAMP implementation,

WHEREAS, ali parties agree that a izansition pediod is needed to provide for the implementation
of BMPs,

WHEREAS, this transition pe:nc:d prov:des an opporunity for plant aperators fo condluct plant
studies, develop site specific management plans whick identify needed and appropriate BhPs,
and make grrangements to fufly implement thoss management plans



WHEREAS, ell parties apree that this is a voluniary cooperative agreement, and that a party may
iETInate thes agresrent at any time upon 30 days written aatification to the ocher parties

THEQREFORE, DER, DACS, and FFAA agree as Mallows:

All parties agree to work conperatively 1o resolve technical issues and to ensure propress in
achieviag widespread implementation of BMFs;

FFAA wil, conduct an educarional autresch program both to memaess amil nonmembers, The
program wil. inelude Jectures and scminars eround the statz, [t will inglude dissemination o
cducational materials to al] plants, ard to the DEFP and the DACS for use in traming state
employees The program may also include production of printed mzzerial and a wraining vides

LGP and DACS agre= to assist FFAA by providing speakers to assist with the edusational offart,

DEF and B1ACS will vonduct joint waining of TIACS and DEP district inspectars in fertitiver
plan: cperations, the BMI%., and the emvitonmenzal resuls b be schisved.

DACS il regularly (a0 luisst semi-annually, during plant operations) survey Facilites using g
cnecklist m» nack progress made and to collect infarmation on the degree to which the voluntary
B3iPs e bring implemerted  DACS will compie this daza and ransmit sonual reports 2 DEP
and FFAA

Should a LACS imspeiv discover a doschage ur other eonditinn which presents as immediate
threar o human health or the eavicanment, the DACY wigpector will immediaze y reper the
tneicent to he owner or £lact manager and the DACS Tallzhassee office of the Buresy ol
Lumpliznee Monilenne  The Bureaw of Cerpliznce Menitaring wil immadiarely nuify <he
appropriate DEP districi emergency response officer, and will zssist the DEP as necded.

Sheald g DACS inspector £etermine that satisfactony progress toward implementation of BT
15 being impeded at a faviliey by technical difficultizs, DACE shali naiify DEP and the FFAA
DEP, DALY, and FFAA will consalt aad cooperzie to sesolve teshnicsl i53nes and o ey
pregrass in implemeniing the BMPy.

This Memzrandiem of Aprecment shell remain in ees- through June 33, 2000, A thas nine,
DEF, DALS ard the FEAA shall review the effectivencss of voluatary BMP implementation
2nd evelusie the optians far finthe: EMP application



WI—]EREE}R.E, the parties have affixed their siznatures to this Memorandurn of dgreement on

this 3p% dayuf_,g_,gf;_lzg&u 1997,

FORDACS

Bk G L5

Bob Cravford, Commssjoher

FOR DEP

Virzinia Lﬁ’eiherell Secrat.;.= '

FORFEAA,

A AV

Andrew LaVigne, E*cf:ﬁutw |rectc:-r




