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What are Contingency Plans and Emergency Procedures? 

Small quantity generators are required to develop a modified contingency plan and emergency 
procedures [40 CFR 262.34(d)]. These requirements are intended to ensure that your employees are 
adequately prepared to handle hazardous waste and to respond to any emergencies that might arise.  
 
Contingency Plans and Emergency Procedures Requirements: 

• An emergency coordinator must be on-site or on call at all times. 

• Next to the telephone, post the name and phone number of the emergency coordinator, the 
location of fire extinguishers and spill control material, and the phone number of the fire 
department. 

• Ensure that all employees are thoroughly familiar with proper waste handling and emergency 
procedures. 

• The designated emergency coordinator must respond to any emergencies that arise. 

• When an emergency occurs that is serious enough to warrant help from the fire department (or if 
you have knowledge of a hazardous waste spill that could threaten the public health or the 
environment), you must: 

     √ Notify the Division of Emergency Management State Warning Point with Department of 

          Community Affairs, 1-800-320-0519. 

     √ File a report with the appropriate DEP district office. 

     √ Notify the National Response Center, 1-800-424-8802. 

 
Preparedness and Prevention Requirements: 

• Maintain and operate your business to minimize the possibility of fire, explosion, or any 
unplanned release of hazardous waste into the environment. 

• Be equipped with a telephone or similar communication device to summon help. 

• Have fire extinguishers and spill control equipment on hand. This equipment must be tested and 
maintained to assure proper functioning. 

• All persons involved in the handling of hazardous waste must have immediate access to either 
internal or external alarm or communication equipment. 

• Maintain sufficient aisle space to allow the unobstructed movement of personnel and equipment 
in case of an emergency. 

• Familiarize police, fire departments, state emergency response teams and hospitals with types      
of waste handled by your facility. 
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