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History of Florida’s Cleanup Program
The Petroleum Cleanup Program

The State of Florida and the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) have been dealing with  the problem of petroleum
contamination since 1984. Since that time numerous statutes, administrative rules, and guidance documents have established requirements
and procedures for petroleum storage system registration and compliance, for petroleum contamination assessment and remediation,
and for programs that provide financial assistance for cleanup. The State of Florida no longer provides funding assistance for
newly reported discharges. The responsible party or parties and/or their insurance providers must bear the cost for any
required assessment and cleanup.

▼

Chapter 376, Florida Statutes (1984)

Inland Protection Trust Fund (1986)
● Part of the State Underground Petroleum Environmental

Response (SUPER) Act
● Authorized the DEP to establish criteria for the prioritiza-

tion, assessment and cleanup, and reimbursement for
cleanup of petroleum contaminated sites.

● Established funding source for assessment and cleanup of
petroleum contaminated sites, derived from a tax on

petroleum products produced in or imported into Florida
● Funding assistance available in two formats:

1) State Cleanup conducted in priority order by a State
lead contractor, or

2) Reimbursement on a first come, first served  basis for
work completed in accordance with FDEP rules

Early Detection Incentive
Program (EDI) (1986)

● First State assisted cleanup program
● 100% State funding for cleanup if

property owners report releases
● Application period ended at the end

of 1988

Petroleum Liability &
Restoration Insurance
Program (PLRIP) (1989)

● Intended for active facilities
● State underwrote the restoration

portion of insurance coverage for new
discharges, subject to various caps and
deductibles depending on discharge date

● State restoration coverage ended on
December 31, 1998

Abandoned Tank Restoration
Program (ATRP) (1990)

● Created to address contamination at
facilities that were out of business as of
March 1990

● Application period ended in June 1996;
however, the ATRP application window is
open indefinitely for property owners who
are unable to pay for the closure of
abandoned tanks

● 100% State funding (less deductible)

Preapproval Program (1996)
● Legislation phased out the reimbursement format of funding assistance
● All State funded cleanups would be conducted on a pre-approved basis, in priority order, and within the current fiscal year budget

Petroleum Cleanup Participation
Program (PCPP) (1996)

● Created to include sites that had missed all
previous opportunities for State assistance

● Only for discharges reported prior to 1995
● Application deadline was the end of 1998
● The responsible party must pay a percent-

age of cleanup costs and prepare a limited
scope assessment at their own expense

● Has cap on amount of coverage

Preapproved Advanced Cleanup
(PAC) (1996)

● For sites already eligible in a State cleanup
program other than PCPP

● Provides funding assistance out of priority
order

● The responsible party must pay a percent-
age of cleanup costs and prepare a limited
scope assessment at their own expense

● Has cap on amount of coverage

Free Product Recovery
Initiative (1999)

● For sites already eligible in a State
cleanup program

● Provides funding for the preapproved
removal of free-phase petroleum
product out of priority order.

● Instituted compliance and prevention measures for petroleum storage systems
● Chapter 62-761, F.A.C., Stationary Tank Rule (New, May 1984)
● Contaminated sites were discovered as new leak prevention measures were implemented
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Site Rehabilitation Agreements (1999)
● Addresses new petroleum discharges (reported after 12/31/98) that are not eligible for state funded cleanup and that occur at sites with

existing contamination eligible for state funded cleanup.
● Within 120 days the responsible party may submit an application together with a Limited Contamination Assessment Report to enter into a

negotiated agreement with the DEP to share in the cost and to coordinate the timing of a combined cleanup.


