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Program Overview


Mission 


The Water Quality Protection Program will recommend priority corrective actions and compliance schedules to address point and nonpoint source pollution and restore and maintain the chemical, physical, and biological integrity within South Florida’s surface waters.


The Water Quality Protection Program will support sound decision-making at all levels of government and in the private sector.  These changes will result in better return on public and private investments in monitoring, environmental protection and natural resources management as well as, protect human health, preserve and restore healthy ecological conditions and sustain a viable economy.  This program will ratify and encourage ongoing efforts and/or change the ways water quality management strategies are defined, prioritized, conducted and funded.  





Essential Program Components:


Identification of problems, solutions, and responsibilities


Assurance of appropriate water body classification


Development and promulgation of better water quality criteria for resource protection


Regulatory and permitting programs, including compliance and enforcement


Monitoring and research to identify appropriate criteria, status and trends and to determine compliance


Restudy components and other restoration projects that improve conditions


Public education and awareness


Long-term funding


Results, not process


A Three Phase Effort:


Phase I: Compile information on existing water quality protection strategies and impacts in south Florida.  Summarize existing water quality data to determine trends and provide an overview of the environmental health in dub-basins throughout the total south Florida ecosystem.  Use information to define any strengths and/or weaknesses and critical areas not being addressed.


Phase II: Develop comprehensive implementation plan, with costs.  Include specific restoration and enhancement projects, programmatic changes and a water quality monitoring program.


Phase III: Implement the comprehensive plan.  Secure funds and develop an assessment methodology to monitor improvements.





The styles available in this template allow you to change the look of your headlines and other text.
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See Page 4 to learn how to edit or replace this picture.


The following is a list of some styles and their uses:


Body Text - Use this style for the regular text of an article.


Byline - Use this style for the name of the author of an article.


Byline Company - Use this style to type the author’s company.


Sidebar Head - Use this style to type a second-level heading in a sidebar article.


Sidebar Subhead - Use this style to type a third-level heading in a sidebar article.


Sidebar Text - Use this style to type the text in a sidebar article.


Sidebar Title - Use this style to type first-level headings in a sidebar article.


Footer - Use this style to type the repeating text at the very bottom of each page.


Heading1 - Use this style to create headlines for each article.


Heading2 - Use this style to create section headings in an article.


Jump To and Jump From - Use these styles to indicate that an article continues on another page.


Mailing Address - Use this style in a mailing label to type the destination address.


Postage - Use this style in a mailing label to type postage information.


Return Address - Use this style in a mailing label to type your address.


Picture Caption - Use this style to type a description of a picture or illustration.


Subtitle - Use this style to type sub-headings in an article.


Use PullQuote to excerpt text from the main text of a story to draw a reader’s attention to the page. See page 4 for an example.
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Interagency Management Committee


An Interagency Management Committee has been established to create a science-based, comprehensive water quality protection program for area within the South Florida Water Management District boundaries.  The IMC represents a core group of representatives from each of the following entities which have water quality responsibilities: USEPA, SFWMD, USACE, FDEP, FDACS, Seminole Tribe of Florida, Miami-Dade and Broward counties.  Other interested parties are encouraged to participate in the process.


























You can review the Phase I DRAFT document on this website. 





Contacts


For more information regarding the Water Quality         Protection Program, please contact Emily Murphy, Kris McFadden, or Daniel Apt with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection.


Emily Murphy (561) 681-6746


  E-mail: Emily.Murphy@dep.state.fl.us


  Kris McFadden:  (561) 681-6714


  E-mail: Kris.McFadden@dep.state.fl.us


  Daniel Apt: (561) 681-6666


  E-mail: Daniel.Apt@dep.state.fl.us














 





Personnel


We are happy to report that work on the WQPP has resumed.  With the participation of a full time coordinator and two environmental specialists, we plan to make great progress throughout the year on this critical project.  Our current focus is the review of the Phase I DRAFT document.  This involves receiving comments on the document from those implementing  various water quality projects in south Florida.  You can access the Phase I draft document for review.





Partnership Agreement


The Partnership Agreement has been signed by all of the eight signatories.  A copy is posted for viewing on this website.














