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The Movement of Re-Nourished Sand on Santa Rosa Island
Samples have been collected at the beginning of each month during first semester.  
The results for both Casino Beach and the gate of Ft. Pickens show that 50% of the grains in the sample are from screen #3 (0.2 – 0.4 mm).  This indicates that the grain sizes of the two locations are equal and that re-nourished sand from Casino may have moved onto GINS property.  

HOWEVER, the literature suggest that this is the “typical” grain size for our island and that the sand used for the re-nourished project was not “out of line” for what mother nature would have done.  Therefore it is difficult to tell whether the sand has actually moved onto the property OR whether this is natural sand.  Either way there does not appear to be any abnormal sand on the shore of GINS.  

NOTE: both beach locations have been heavily impacted by heavy machinery.  It is not believed to have any impact on the type of sand there but felt it should be noted.  
Marine Diversity Among the Rocks of Project Greenshores
Three samples have been collected from the rocks at Site 1.  One beach seine, one 2-hour snorkel, and 9 removed rocks have been used to make the species list.  52 species have been identified at semester break.  Fish and crustaceans are the most common, with annelid worms taking the third position.  The list has been identified to the most accurate taxa.  We have been able to ID all fish to species but not the others.  We feel relatively confident with the list we have created (± some) but feel very confident that (at this point) there are no where near 300 species living there.  Past experience with fish ID projects suggest that the majority of the species are found in your first three samples and that an occasional group maybe ID as the project continues.  We will focus on rock epiphytes and epizoids while it is still cold and hope to seine and snorkel during the spring breeding season.  
Acclimation of Freshwater Emydid Turtles at Project Greenshores
About 20 trips were made to Site 2 during the first semester; there have been NO sign of turtles anywhere.  One of the team members did speak to one of the homeless living in the area who said he saw turtles between 0900 – 1100 some days.  I spent Thanksgiving weekend at Site 2 during those hours and saw no turtles or turtle sign.  

I have recently run into a similar situation at Big Lagoon State Park.  In 2007 Molly and I found 1 dead (in the state park), 1 live (Ft. McRee – Gulf side), and someone else found 1 live (parking lot on Innerarity Point Rd.) diamondback terrapins.  We decided that the best place for them to live and breed would be in the state park.  We spent over 800 hrs there this past spring / summer and found nothing… Molly suggested that someone may have found them in the area somewhere and released them into the state park thinking this was the best place for them to be… very probable.  This may be a similar situation.  Another thought is that this is a spring breeding site.  Terrapins are known to move over 10-km from there home creeks to nesting areas.  What I do know is that there was a live slider and cooter in Hawkshaw Lagoon last spring and tracks on the beach last December.  We will continue to monitor throughout the spring.  
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