Washington High School Marine Science Projects

3rd Quarter Update

All data collecting for the student reports will end at the end of March.  I am giving them April to analyze their data and they have to have a written and oral report ready by May.  Three of the four projects will continue however, beyond the March deadline.  

PROJECT GREENSHORES
ACCLIMATION OF EMYDID TURTLES TO BRACKISH CONDITIONS AT PGS
Twenty trips have no been made to Site 2 at Project Greenshores searching for evidence of emydid turtles living in the area.  No turtles, or turtle sign have been seen as of March 6.  We do, however, have good salinity data: Site 2 Beach (mean = 17.2 ppt), City Drain Pipe (mean = 9.2 ppt), and Hawkshaw Lagoon itself (mean = 13.1 ppt).  This does confirm that the site is brackish.  There are plenty of raccoon tracks and evidence of feral cats – both could be problems for nesting turtles.  Phillip, the homeless man, says he sees them in the summer time – so I will continue to search this once a week until July 31.  

DIVERSITY OF MARINE LIFE AMONG THE ROCKS OF PROJECT GREENSHORES
Thirteen samples have been collected to date and 67 species have been identified; the majority of these are crustaceans, fish, and annelids.  There have been problems with this particular survey in that they could not randomly collect during the cold months and the microscopic work has been “lax” to say the least.  They have worked hard on the fish and macroinvertebrates.  Identification to species has not been successful with most of the invertebrates.  They have had quite a bit of help from the “turtle team” (having no turtles to measure () and both have worked well at determining which individuals are new each week.  More seining/snorkeling is needed on this project.  Most of the samples came from near shore and at Site 1.  This is a start to the objective you had but it needs much more work.  Maybe another team will pick this one up next fall and continue.  I will not be able to work on this past March due to my work with terrapins will begin.  
GULF ISLANDS NATIONAL SEASHORE
SUCCESSION OF TREES IN POST-HURRICANE NAVAL LIVE OAKS 
This project was started in November due to high temperature and presence of spiders (which they did not like ().  The samples went slow at first as they were learning the identification of trees but the pace has picked up just in time for it to end (.  I have planned to complete a 50-m x 50-m area near the parking area east of the headquarters.  There are 25 (10-m x 10-m grids) within this area and only 4 will be complete when they are finished.  I would like to continue the sampling until the entire area is completed.  I could follow the same schedule we are currently on (terrapins from March – October, and trees from October – March).  If another marine 2 team picks this up – great!  If not, I am willing to complete the job.  The four grids they have worked move from the coastline north towards hwy 98.  They have found 80% of the saplings near the coastline are in fact live oak, but this decreases as you move towards the highway.  Again, I would like to continue this (6-months at a time) until the entire area we planned to survey is completed.  

MOVEMENT OF RE-NOURISHED SAND ON SANTA ROSA ISLAND
There is a difference in grain size and grain distribution between Casino Beach and Ft. Pickens Gate, but I am not sure that it is a significant one.  I wish to continue sampling this until July 31 (1 complete annual cycle) and then take time to analyze the data; again, maybe another team will want to do this.  The jury is still out on this one.  
We will see what the fall brings.  There are all sorts of rumors about start and stop times as well as program cuts.  Marine 2 may not make it next year.  I will let you know what happens.

Rick  
