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The potential for generating revenue to enhance management was also analyzed. Visitor fees 
and charges are the principal source of revenue generated by the park. It was determined that 
multiple use management activities would not be appropriate as a means of generating 
revenues for land management. Instead, techniques such as entrance fees, concessions and 
similar measures will be employed on a case-by-case basis as a means of supplementing park 
management funding.  
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

Management Authority and Responsibility 
In accordance with Chapter 258, Florida Statutes, and Chapter 62D-2, Florida Administrative 
Code, the Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP) is charged with the responsibility of 
developing and operating Florida's recreation and parks system. These are administered in 
accordance with the following policy: 
 

It shall be the policy of the Division of Recreation and Parks to promote the state park 
system for the use, enjoyment, and benefit of the people of Florida and visitors; to 
acquire typical portions of the original domain of the state which will be accessible to all 
of the people, and of such character as to emblemize the state's natural values; 
conserve these natural values for all time; administer the development, use and 
maintenance of these lands and render such public service in so doing, in such a 
manner as to enable the people of Florida and visitors to enjoy these values without 
depleting them; to contribute materially to the development of a strong mental, moral, 
and physical fiber in the people; to provide for perpetual preservation of historic sites 
and memorials of statewide significance and interpretation of their history to the people; 
to contribute to the tourist appeal of Florida. 

 
The Trustees have also granted management authority of certain sovereign submerged lands 
to the Division under Management Agreement MA 68-086 (as amended January 19, 1988). 
The management area includes a 400-foot zone from the edge of mean high water where a 
park boundary borders sovereign submerged lands fronting beaches, bays, estuarine areas, 
rivers or streams. Where emergent wetland vegetation exists, the zone extends waterward 400 
feet beyond the vegetation. The agreement is intended to provide additional protection to 
resources of the park and nearshore areas and to provide authority to manage activities that 
could adversely impact public recreational uses. 
 
Many operating procedures are standard system wide and are set by policy. These procedures 
are outlined in the Division Operations Procedures Manual (OPM) and cover such areas as 
personnel management, uniforms and personal appearance, training, signs, communications, 
fiscal procedures, interpretation, concessions, camping regulations, resource management, law 
enforcement, protection, safety and maintenance. 
 
In the management of Palatka – Lake Butler State Trail major emphasis is placed on 
maximizing the recreational potential of the park; however, preservation of resources remains 
important. Depletion of a resource by any recreational activity is not permitted. In order to 
realize the unit's recreational potential, development in the park is aimed at providing 
facilities that are accessible, convenient and safe, as needed, to support recreational use or the 
unit's natural, aesthetic, and educational attributes. 

Park Goals and Objectives 
The following park goals and objectives express the Division long-term intent in managing 
the state park. At the beginning of the process to update this management plan, the Division 
reviewed the goals and objectives of the previous plan to determine if they remain meaningful 
and practical and should be included in the updated plan. This process ensures that the goals 
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and objectives for the park remain relevant over time.  
 
Estimates are developed for the funding and staff resources needed to implement the 
management plan based on these goals, objectives and priority management activities. 
Funding priorities for all state park management and development activities are reviewed each 
year as part of the Division legislative budget process. The Division prepares an annual 
legislative budget request based on the priorities established for the entire state park system. 
The Division also aggressively pursues a wide range of other funds and staffing resources, 
such as grants, volunteers and partnerships with agencies, local governments and the private 
sector, for supplementing normal legislative appropriations to address unmet needs. The 
ability of the Division to implement the specific goals, objectives and priority actions 
identified in this plan will be determined by the availability of funding resources for these 
purposes. 
Natural and Cultural Resources 
1. Identify, preserve and protect the natural resources of the trail. 

A. Continue to develop and implement removal plans for invasive exotic plant and animal 
species and continue to cooperate with adjacent natural areas in the removal of exotic 
plants that have spread across boundary lines. 

B. Monitor and protect listed species occurring within the state trail boundaries. 
C. Identify areas in which the rail bed hinders conveyance of surface waters, and pursue 

funding for hydrologic restoration projects for these areas that will benefit natural 
communities adjacent to the trail. 

D. Increase interpretation of the natural resources of the area.  
2. Identify, preserve and protect the cultural resources of the trail. 

A. Identify significant cultural resources within or adjacent to the rail corridor.  
B. Register known historic and archaeological sites with the Florida Master Site File, 

possibly register the rail bed itself. 
C. Protect historic and archaeological sites from disturbance by park development and 

visitor use. 
D. Develop and implement interpretive programs designed to increase public awareness of 

cultural resources within the park and to promote public interest in resource 
preservation. 

Recreational Goals 
3. Continue to provide quality resource-based, outdoor recreational and interpretive 

programs and facilities at the trail.  
A. Identify and address potential conflicts between trail visitors and off-road vehicle users 

who may be visiting adjacent lands. 
B. Establish native vegetative buffers along the trail corridor in areas of heavy 

development. 
C. Discourage illegal dumping of trash in the trail corridor. 
D. Design and implement interpretive programs and displays that feature the cultural, 

natural and recreational resources of the park. 
4. Seek funding to expand recreational and interpretive opportunities at the park through the 

improvement of programs and the development of new use areas and facilities, as outlined 
in this management plan. 

A. Pursue funding for additional shelters and covered benches to be located approximately 
every 1-3 miles along the trail. 

B. Continue to work with agencies and managers of adjacent lands to develop primary 
access points for the trail. 

C. Cooperate with federal, state, and local governments and other organizations in efforts to 
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