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Gasparilla Island-Boca Grande

This is the first rail trail built 
in Florida. It runs the length 
of Gasparil la Island on Florida’s 
southwest coast through the 
town of Boca Grande. Gasparil la 
Island is a semi-tropical paradise 
fi l led with residents who care 
strongly about their trail. Riding 
by stately homes, retail shops, 
and the swaying palms make 
this a great ride. The terrain is 
flat, the vegetation next to 
the trail is lush and there’s 
always something interesting to 
see. In fact, you may even 
encounter an iguana crossing the 
trail. Descendants of released 
or escaped pets, iguanas have 
resided on the island for as much 
as twenty-five years. Gasparil la 
Island State Park is at the 
southern terminus of the trail, 
offering a nice staging point 
for your visit to the trail. 
The park is home to the Boca 
Grande Lighthouse Museum which 
features exhibits on the long 
and colorful history of Gasparil la 
Island and Charlotte Harbor’s 
commercial and recreational 
fishing industries.




