
Peace River  Paddling Trail

Peace River Trip Planning
Counties: DeSoto, Polk, Hardee    Nearest towns: Bartow, Wauchula, Arcadia, Gardner
Trip length: 70 miles                                                  Skill level: Beginner, Intermediate above Zolfo Springs
 
Difficulty: Easy- with normal water level

Mileage**:  
Access Point 1  Mile 0--Peace River Canoe Launch, SR 60 bridge
Access Point 2  Mile 6.5--Heritiage Peace River Landing
Access Point 3  Mile 13--Ft. Meade Outdoor Recreation Area
Access Point 4  Mile 16--CR 657
Access Point 5  Mile 23--CR 664
Access Point 6  Mile 26--CR 664-A bridge
Access Point 7  Mile 30--Lower CR 664-A bridge
Access Point 8  Mile 32.5--Crews Park
Access Point 9  Mile 33.5-- CR 652 bridge ramp
Access Point 10 Mile 37--Pioneer Park
Access Point 11 Mile 56.5--Gardener Boat Ramp
Access Point 12 Mile 60.5--Brownville Park
Access Point 13 Mile 70-- DeSoto County Park

**The provided mileage data is approximate (rounded to the nearest 0.5 mi) and shouldn’t be relied upon for 
navigation.
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1.    N: 27.9022   W: -81.8169
2.    N: 27.8128   W: -81.7936
3.    N: 27.7515   W: -81.7822
4.    N: 27.7234   W: -81.7895
5.    N: 27.6462   W: -81.8009
6.    N: 27.6246   W: -81.8027
7.    N: 27.5760   W: -81.8045
8.    N:27.5507    W: -81.7936
9.    N: 27.5405   W: -81.7919
10. N: 27.5037   W: -81.8057
11. N: 27.3465   W: -81.8264
12. N:27.2979    W:-81.8465
13. N: 27.2242   W: -81.8819

Access Point 
Coordinates

Disclaimer: this map is not
designed for navigation. 
Please obtain navigation 

charts or other suitable maps,
 where needed.

-Scale is Approximate-
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Access Point 1 Put-in: Peace River Canoe Launch, SR 60 Bridge 
 
Nearest town to put-in: Bartow    Miles from put-in: 0 
 
Take SR 60 east through Bartow and the Peace River Bridge and launch is on the 
town’s outskirts. 
 
Access Point 2 Put-in: Heritage Peace River Landing 
 
Nearest town to put-in: Bartow    Miles from put-in: 6 
 
Take US Hwy 17 south to CR640 (Homeland-Garfield Road), go east on CR640 1.5 
miles to the entrance just over the Peace River bridge on the south side. The street 
address is 3301 Homeland-Garfield Road 
 
Access Point 3 Put-in: Ft. Meade Outdoor Recreation Area (City of Ft. Meade) 
 
Nearest town to put-in:  Ft. Meade                            Miles from put-in: 1.25 
miles (1 miles to bridge, .25 miles to put-in) 
 
Directions to put-in:   Located on the southeast side of the US 98 bridge over the 
Peace River, just east of the Ft. Meade city limits. Turn into park and take first right.  
 
Access Point 4 Put-in: Mt. Pisgah Road Bridge (CR 657) 
 
Nearest town to put-in: Ft. Meade                  Miles from put-in: ~2 miles 
 
Directions to put-in:  From US 17, two miles south of Ft. Meade, turn left (east) on 
Berquist Road. Follow to Mt. Pisgah Road (CR 657), turn right, and follow .5 mile to 
bridge. There is no designated parking at this access point and should only be used 
for drop-offs. 
 
Access Point 5 Put-in: SR 664 Bridge 
 
Nearest town to put-in: Bowling Green               Miles from put-in: 1.25 mile 
 
Directions to put-in: From US 17, turn east onto County Line Rd (SR 664) and 
follow ~1 mile to the bridge.  There is no designated parking at this access point and 
should only be used for drop-offs. 
 
Access Point 6 Put-in: Paynes Creek Historic State Park (DEP)/ SR 664A Bridge 
 
Nearest town to put-in:  Bowling Green               Miles from put-in: ~1 mile 
 
Directions to put-in:  Take US 17 to the town of Bowling Green.  At the traffic 
light, turn east onto Main Street, following the brown park signs, then turn south 
onto Lake Branch Rd (SR 644A), and follow one mile to the park where there is a 
canoe/kayak launch. There is also access at the SR 664A Bridge ~100 yards beyond 
the park entrance (vehicles should be left at the park).   
 
Access Point 7 Put-in: Lower SR 664A Bridge 
 



Nearest town to put-in: Wauchula  Miles from put-in: 2.5 miles from downtown 
 
Directions to put-in: From US 17 in Wauchula, turn east onto SR 664A (Rea Road). 
Go about .5 miles and take a left onto Heard Bridge Road.  Follow the road .5 mile to 
the bridge over the river. There is no designated parking at this access point and 
should only be used for drop-offs. 
 
Access Point 8 Put-in: Crews Park (City of Wauchula) 
 
Nearest town to put-in: Wauchula                             Miles from put-in: ~1 mile 
 
Directions to put-in:  Take US 17 to the city of Wauchula, and turn east on Main 
Street (SR 64A/CR 636).  Follow about one mile to the park, located at the Main 
Street Bridge over the Peace River (look for blue roadside canoeing signs). The park 
is adjacent to a residential area west of the bridge.                                   
 
Access Point 9 Put-in: CR 652 Bridge (FWC ramp #157) 
 
Nearest town to put-in: Wauchula                             Miles from put-in: ~1.5 
miles 
 
Directions to put-in:  From Wauchula, take SR 64-A .5 mile east to CR 652 (Griffin 
Road). Turn south on SR 652 and continue about one mile to bridge over Peace 
River.                                   
 
Access Point 10 Put-in: Pioneer Park (Hardee County)  
 
Nearest town to put-in:  Zolfo Springs          Miles from put-in: ~.5 mile 
 
Directions to put-in:  Take US 17 to Zolfo Springs, then turn west onto SR 64. Park 
is on the right and ramp is within park. 
 
Access Point 11 Put-in: Gardner Boat Ramp 
 
Nearest town to put-in: Zolfo Springs or Arcadia    Miles from put-in: ~10 miles 
 
Directions to put-in: Take US 17 10 miles south of Zolfo Springs. Turn right on 
River Road (becomes dirt), go 1.5 miles to boat ramp.                                     
 
Access Point 12 Put-in: Brownsville Park 
 
Nearest town to put-in: Arcadia                      Miles from put-in: 7 miles 
 
Directions to put-in:  From Arcadia, take US 17 north approximately 6 miles to 
Brownsville Street. Take a left (west) and proceed 1 mile to entrance.                                    
 
Access Point 13 Take-out: DeSoto County Park 
 
Nearest town to take-out: Arcadia                     Miles from take-out: 1.5 miles 
 
Directions to take-out:  From US 17 in Arcadia, head west on SR 70 1.5 miles to 
bridge.  Park entrance is located on the west side of the bridge.                                   
 



Driving distance from put-in to take-out:  ~40 miles (Ft. Meade to DeSoto 
County Park) 
 
Topo maps (USGS quads):  Bowling Green, Wauchula, Zolfo Springs, Gardner. 
Arcadia 
 
Gazeteer page:  93, 99 
 
 
Outfitters within 20 miles of trail:  
Canoe Outpost-Peace River  
2816 NW County Road 661  
Arcadia, FL 34266 (800) 268-0083  
www.canoeoutpost.com/peace    
 
Canoe Safari  
3020 NW County Road 661 
Arcadia, FL 34266  (863) 494-7865 
www.canoesafari.com   
 
Nav-a-Gator Grill at Desoto Marina 
9700 SW Riverview Circle  
Arcadia, FL 34266 (800)308-7506 
www.nav-a-gator.com  
  
Shuttle service offered:  Call outfitters 
 
USGS link (water level info):  http://waterdata.usgs.gov/fl/nwis/uv?02296750 or 
http://www.canoeoutpost.com/Peace/prwaterlevel.htm 
 
Break / Lunch areas:  Numerous break areas along the length of the river, 
especially at low water levels. Paddlers need to stay along shore unless at listed 
public park access points. 
 
Camping options: Except for the upper stretch from Bartow to Ft. Meade, gently 
sloping banks along the river are mostly private property, but camping is often 
allowed with some restrictions (contact outfitters for detailed information on 
campsite locations and regulations). Camping is also available at the Peace River 
Resort in Wauchula, Pioneer Park in Zolfo Springs, and Brownsville Park in 
Brownsville. 
 
Other lodging:  Numerous lodging options in Bartow, Wauchula, and Arcadia 
 
 
Food/Beverage restrictions:  Glass containers are discouraged.   
 
What to expect on the river (contact outfitters for current conditions): 
 
 Tidal influence:  No 
 
 Pull-overs: Dependent on storm events and water levels 

 Low branches:  No 

http://www.canoeoutpost.com/peace�
http://www.canoesafari.com/�
http://www.nav-a-gator.com/�
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/fl/nwis/uv?02296750�
http://www.canoeoutpost.com/Peace/prwaterlevel.htm�


 Narrow water: Occasionally, especially when water is low 

Shallow water: When water is low, paddlers should expect to drag boats 
regularly. The river becomes shallow in the northern stretches first. For the 
section from Bartow to the Heritage Peace River Landing, it is advised that 
the USGS gauge at Bartow 
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/fl/nwis/uv?site_no=02294650 should have a flow 
rate minimum of 30 CFS. From the Heritage Landing to Ft. Meade, it is 
advised that the USGS gauge level at Fort Meade is a minimum of 72 feet 
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/fl/nwis/uv?site_no=02294898. Day paddling from 
any of the launch sites can be done even at low water levels. 

  
Strong currents:  During high water 

 
Rocks: Numerous rocky areas in upper stretches. From Zolfo Springs south, 
bottom is mostly sandy with occasional limestone rock outcroppings. 

 
Houses: Most of the river is bordered by pasture, with a handful of short 
sections bordered by homes. 

 
 Shoals: Mainly north of Zolfo Springs 

 Tight turns: Occasionally, navigating around dead fall in low water.   

Open water: River becomes wide and straight in sections below Gardner 
Ramp. 
 

           Springs: No   

Potable water sources:  Ft. Meade Outdoor Recreation Area, Paynes Creek 
Historic State Park, Crews Park, Pioneer Park 
 
Wildlife: Abundant birds attracted to disturbed edge habitat between river 
and pasture (osprey, hawks, eagles, swallow tailed kites, owls, songbirds, 
wading birds, shorebirds, kingfisher, woodpeckers, waterfowl, vultures), 
alligators, otter, turtles, pleco fish (very abundant), armadillos, deer, fox, wild 
hogs and turkey.  
 
Natural communities:  Most of the river flows through pasture land, but 
stands of palms, cypress, willow, and live oaks grow on the banks. There are 
occasional stands of undisturbed palm hammock forest. Oak scrub lines the 
east bank at the end of the trail. 
 
Portages: No 
  
Swimming: At your own risk. The water is generally tea-colored from natural 
tannins. 
  
Motorboats: Small boats use the trail whenever there are adequate water 
levels. 
 
Sun: Most of the river is in the sun and not the shade. 

 

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/fl/nwis/uv?site_no=02294650�
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/fl/nwis/uv?site_no=02294898�


Expect at parking: Peace River Canoe Launch, SR 60 Bridge 
• Parking fee: none 
• Bathrooms: none 
• Hours of operation (gates close): not gated 
• Camping: none 
• Camping fees: N/A 
• Crowds: adequate parking 
• Boat Ramp: small boats only 
• Potable water source: none 
• Canoe/kayak launch: yes 

 
Expect at parking: Heritage Peace River Landing 

• Parking fee: none 
• Bathrooms: none 
• Hours of operation (gates close): Park hours are 7 am – 6 pm in winter 

and 7 am – 7:30 pm in summer. Gates are closed otherwise. 
• Camping: none 
• Camping fees: N/A 
• Crowds: adequate parking 
• Boat Ramp: small boat only 
• Potable water source: none 
• Canoe/kayak launch: yes 

 
Expect at parking: Ft. Meade Outdoor Recreation Area (City of Ft. Meade) 

 Parking fee: none         
  Bathrooms:  Yes 
 Hours of operation (gates close): Sunrise to dusk. Call 863-285-1111 for 

permission to leave vehicles overnight. 
 Camping: No                   
 Camping fees:  No               
 Crowds: No 
 Boat Ramp: yes 
 Potable water source: Yes 
 Canoe/kayak launch: Yes 

 
Expect at parking: Paynes Creek Historic State Park (DEP) 

 Parking fee: Fee per vehicle, self pay 
  Bathrooms:  Yes 
 Hours of operation (gates close): 8 am until sundown. Call 863-375-4717 

for permission to leave vehicles overnight. 
 Camping:  No                    
 Camping fees:   N/a              
 Crowds: No 
 Boat Ramp: No 
 Potable water source: Yes 
 Canoe/kayak launch: Yes 

 
Expect at parking: Crews Park (City of Wauchula)  

 Parking fee: No             
  Bathrooms:  Yes 
 Hours of operation: Sunrise to sunset. Overnight parking allowed. There are 

no gates, so park at own risk. 
 Camping: No                     



 Camping fees:  N/a               
 Crowds: No 
 Boat Ramp: yes 
 Potable water source: yes 
 Canoe/kayak launch: use boat ramp 

 
Expect at parking: CR 652 Bridge (FWC Ramp #157) 

 Parking fee:  No          
  Bathrooms:  No 
 Hours of operation: All hours. Remote location. There are no gates, so park 

at own risk. 
 Camping:  No                    
 Camping fees: N/a              
 Crowds: No 
 Boat Ramp: Yes 
 Potable water source: No 
 Canoe/kayak launch: use boat ramp 

 
Expect at parking: Pioneer Park (Hardee County)  

 Parking fee:  No            
  Bathrooms:  Yes 
 Hours of operation (gates close): open 7am to dusk. Camping office open 

7:30am-9pm. Overnight parking allowed. 
 Camping:  Yes                   
 Camping fees: Call 863-735-0330                
 Crowds: busiest in spring and fall 
 Boat Ramp: Yes 
 Potable water source: Yes 
 Canoe/kayak launch: use boat ramp 

 
Expect at parking: Gardner Boat Ramp (Hardee County) 

 Parking fee:  No          
  Bathrooms:  No 
 Hours of operation: All hours. Remote location. There are no gates, so park 

at own risk. 
 Camping:  No                    
 Camping fees:  N/a               
 Crowds: busiest in spring and fall 
 Boat Ramp: Yes 
 Potable water source: No 
 Canoe/kayak launch: use boat ramp 

 
Expect at parking: Brownsville Park (Desoto County Parks and Recreation)  

 Parking fee: No             
  Bathrooms:  Yes 
 Hours of operation (gates close): Sunrise to sunset. Call for overnight 

parking (863-491-5333). Fee to park overnight.  
 Camping: Yes             
 Camping fees: yes             
 Crowds: No  
 Boat Ramp: Yes 
 Potable water source: Yes 
 Canoe/kayak launch: use boat ramp 



 
Expect at parking: Desoto Park, SR 70 Bridge (Desoto County Parks and 
Recreation) 

 Parking fee: No             
  Bathrooms:  Yes 
 Hours of operation: All hours. There are no gates, so park at own risk. 
 Camping: No                     
 Camping fees: N/a                
 Crowds: No 
 Boat Ramp: Yes 
 Potable water source: Yes 
 Canoe/kayak launch: use boat ramp 

 
 
Notes:   
 
The most outstanding feature of the river is its geology.  Large limestone formations 
frequently emerge from the banks and river bottom, creating shoals and gentle 
rapids (depending on water levels).  
 
In the historic and natural state, upper portions of the Peace River were springfed, 
and during dry periods the river flowed “crystal clear.” Today, due to groundwater 
depletion, these rainfall dependent portions of the river have flows which are “flashy” 
in nature. The “tea” color of the Peace River water originates from staining of tannins 
as it passes through the organic litter of floodplain forests. Cypress trees dominate 
its banks. Lower portions of the river still receive significant groundwater inflows. 
Major restoration activities and initiatives are under way in the river’s headwaters to 
further enhance the hydrology and ecology of the river’s upper portion.   
 
A number of Indian settlements have occurred along the Peace River. The Paynes 
Creek Historic Site is located just downstream where the Fort Chokonikla was built in 
the mid-1800s as the first outpost in a chain of forts established to control the 
Seminoles. It is believed that Indians inhabited the area since about 5,000 B.C. 
 
The river, south of Wachula, is very popular to fossil hunters, who pan for sharks 
teeth and bones from ages past. If one wishes to hunt for remains of prehistoric 
animals aside from fossilized sharks teeth and fossilized plants and shells, a $5 
permit must be purchased from the State of Florida’s Department of Historical 
Resources to collect fossils from the river.  Visit the University of Florida’s Vertebrate 
Paleontology website at http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/vertpaleo/ for more information.   
(Fossil collecting is not permitted on State Lands between Bartow and 
Wachula). 
 
The Peace River is also known for its ample wilderness camping along banks, 
especially from Zolfo Springs to Gardner. Almost all property along the Peace River is 
private property. Except for the upper stretch from Bartow to Ft. Meade, public areas 
are mostly found at boat ramps and parks listed above. When in doubt, it is best to 
double check the map and with outfitters. All public camping other than the 
designated areas above do not have any amenities. Always stay close to the river 
and respect private property. 
 
A number of the access points along the river are not suitable for parking and should 
only be used as drop-off points. Others provide parking, but due to their remote 

https://depmail.dep.state.fl.us/OWA/redir.aspx?C=1f7fd38174564ac6a7cdbb5298cfa3e0&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.flmnh.ufl.edu%2fvertpaleo%2f�


location, vehicles left overnight could be vandalized. The safest and easiest way to 
paddle long stretches of the Peace River is to use one of the outfitters that provide 
shuttle services.  
 
For safety purposes, water obtained at parks from bathroom sinks or drinking 
fountains may require filtration or water purification tablets. 
 
 




