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Hickey’s Creek Paddling Trail Trip Planning 
 
 
Overview: Historic Hickey’s Creek is a short round-trip paddling excursion that can be accessed from 
several different points on the Caloosahatchee River. Keep in mind that wind, currents, and motor boat 
traffic are present on the Caloosahatchee. Allow time to enjoy a short nature loop trail and picnic at the 
Hickey’s Creek Mitigation Park. 
 
County: Lee         Nearest town: Ft. Myers 
 
Trip length: Approx. 8 miles (Round Trip)  
 
*The provided mileage data is approximate (rounded to the nearest 0.5 mi). 
 
Difficulty: Easy to Moderate 
 
Skill level: Beginner - Intermediate 
 
Trip Recommendation: Hickey’s Creek is a short round-trip paddling excursion that can be accessed 
from several different points on the Caloosahatchee River. Keep in mind that wind, currents, and motor 
boat traffic are present on the Caloosahatchee. Allow time to enjoy a short nature loop trail and picnic at 
the Hickey’s Creek Mitigation Park. 
 
Access Points: 
 
Access Point 1 Put-in and Take-out: Caloosahatchee Regional Park (about 1.5 miles upstream from 
Hickey’s Creek) USE OF THIS LAUNCH REQUIRES ADVANCE NOTICE. Users must contact Lee County 
Parks and Recreation IN ADVANCE for the gate to be opened (239-693-2690 or 239-639-1885). 
 
Nearest town to put-in: Ft. Myers                    Miles from put-in: ~13 miles 
 
Directions to put-in: From SR 80 West (Palm Beach Blvd), turn right (north) onto Broadway St in Alva. 
Cross the Caloosahatchee River, and turn left (west) onto SR 78 (N. River Rd.). Drive about 2 miles and 
turn left onto a gated dirt road.  If you pass the campground entrance, you have gone too far. There is a 
“Canoe/Kayak Launch” sign on the gate. Users must contact Lee County Parks and Recreation IN 
ADVANCE for the gate to be opened (239-693-2690 or 239-639-1885), or you can simply walk or wheel 
your kayak or canoe about a quarter mile down the trail to the launch. You can also borrow a cart for 
this use at the campground parking lot.  
 
From SR 80 East (Palm Beach Blvd), turn left (north) onto SR 31, cross the river, travel about 3 miles 
and turn right (east), onto SR 78 (N. River Rd.). Drive about 7 miles, passing all three entrances to the 
park, and turn right (south) onto a gated dirt road (just beyond the campground entrance). There is a 
“Canoe/Kayak Launch” sign on the gate. Users must contact Lee County Parks and Recreation IN 
ADVANCE for the gate to be opened (239-461-7400 or 239-461-7445), or you can simply walk or wheel 
your kayak or canoe about a quarter mile down the trail to the launch. You can also borrow a cart for 
this use at the campground parking lot. 
 
Access Point 2 Alternate put-in: W.P. Franklin Lock Campground (1 mile downstream from Hickey’s 
Creek) 
 
Nearest town to put-in: Ft. Myers                   Miles from put-in: 10 miles 
 
Directions to put-in: From SR 80 West (Palm Beach Blvd), turn right (north) onto SR 31, crossing the 
river, travel about 3 miles and turn right (east) onto SR78 (N. River Rd.). Drive about 4.5 miles, and 
turn right (south) into the campground.  
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From SR 80 East (Palm Beach Blvd), turn left (north) onto SR 31, cross the river, travel about 3 miles 
and turn right (east) onto SR78 (N. River Rd.). Drive about 4.5 miles, and turn right (south) into the 
campground 
 
Access Point 3 Alternate put-in: Alva Boat Ramp (4 miles upstream from Hickey’s Creek) 
 
Nearest town to put-in: Ft. Myers                     Miles from put-in: 15 miles 
 
Directions to Put-in: From SR 80 West (Palm Beach Blvd): turn right (north) onto Broadway St in Alva. 
Cross the Caloosahatchee River, and make an immediate right (east) onto Pearl St.  The boat ramp is 
about 0.5 miles down the road on the right. 
 
From SR 80 East (Palm Beach Blvd): turn left (north) onto Broadway St in Alva. Cross the 
Caloosahatchee River, and make an immediate right (east) onto Pearl St.  The boat ramp is about 0.5 
miles down the road on the right. 
 
Topo maps (USGS quads): Olga 
 
Gazeteer page: 105 
 
Outfitters within 20 miles of trail: 
 
Gaea Guides (guided trips only, boats provided) (888) 256-6388.   http://www.gaeaguides.com/.   
 
Lee County Parks and Recreation has boats available at the Caloosahatchee Regional Park launch. Call 
(239) 694-0398 or (239)533-7275 for rental information. http://www.leeparks.org/facility-info/facility-
details.cfm?Project_Num=0253.  
 
Shuttle service offered: No. This is a round-trip paddle. 
 
USGS link (water level info): http://www.waterdata.usgs.gov 
 
Other water level info: Lock keeps water level fairly constant. 
 
Break / Lunch areas: Hickey’s Creek Mitigation Park. There are several nature trails and picnic tables 
along the creek at this park 
 
Camping options: Caloosahatchee Regional Park (tents only, walk-in sites), W.P. Franklin Lock 
Campground (tent or RV) 
 
Other lodging: Many accommodations in Ft. Myers. Exit 141 is the closest interstate exit. 
 
Food/Beverage restrictions:  No alcohol in parks 
 
Expect on the River: 
 
 Tidal influence: No 
 
 Pull-overs: No 

 Low branches: Yes, beyond Hickey’s Creek Mitigation Park dock 

 Narrow water: Yes, beyond HCMP 

 Shallow water: No 
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Strong currents: Caloosahatchee is very wide and strong winds can make paddling difficult.
  
 

 Rocks: No 

Houses: Yes. There are many homes along the banks of the Caloosahatchee River and Hickey’s 
Creek. 
 

 Shoals: No 

 Tight turns: Yes, upstream from HCMP 

           Open water: Yes, on the Caloosahatchee River.         

           Springs: No 

 Potable water sources: HCMP. There is a water fountain at the parking lot. 

 
Wildlife: Seasonal manatees, yellow and red-bellied sliders, a variety of wading birds, alligators. 
 
Natural communities: Along Hickey’s Creek there is an interesting array of exotic plants (many 
invasive).  Beyond the HCMP fishing dock there is a mix of pine flatwoods and palmetto-oak scrub 
 
Portages: No. 
 
Swimming: At your own risk 
 
Motorboats:  Large motorboats utilize the Caloosahatchee River, and smaller craft use Hickey’s Creek. 
 
Expect at parking (Caloosahatchee Regional Park): 
 

 Parking fee: Yes  
 Gate/campground hours: 8 am till sunset              
 Bathrooms: Yes. Showers at campground 
 Camping: Yes, in tents only. Reservations are recommended, but not required (239-693-2690 or 

www.leeparks.org)                   
 Camping fees: Yes, check with park                 
 Crowds: No 
 Boat Ramp: No. 
 Potable water source: Yes. At all three entrances (not at kayak launch). 
 Canoe/kayak launch: Yes. MUST CALL IN ADVANCE (239-693-2690 or 239-639-1885). A park 

employee will meet you at the gate or give you the combination, or you can walk or wheel your 
boat down the trail a quarter mile. Carts are available. 

 
Expect at parking (W.P. Franklin Locks Campground): 
 

 Parking fee: Yes  
 Gate/campground hours:  6am till 10 pm              
 Bathrooms: Yes. Showers for campers. 
 Camping:  Yes. Tent and RV camping.                  
 Camping fees:  Yes, contact park 
 Crowds: Campground is popular. Plenty of parking for day use. 
 Boat Ramp: Yes 
 Potable water source: Yes 
 Canoe/kayak launch: No. Use boat ramp. 
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Expect at parking (Alva Boat Ramp): 
 

 Parking fee: None  
 Gate/campground hours: No gate.               
 Bathrooms: No. 
 Camping:  No                    
 Camping fees: NA                 
 Crowds: No. Plenty of parking 
 Boat Ramp: Yes. 
 Potable water source: No. 
 Canoe/kayak launch: No. Use boat ramp. 

 
Cultural and historical features along the trail: 
 
This paddling trail was likely used for travel and subsistence by the Calusa people, who lived along the 
coast of southwest Florida until they were finally eradicated in the late 1700s. Living and surviving on 
the coast caused the tribesmen to become great sailors. They defended their land against other smaller 
tribes and European explorers that were traveling by water. The Calooshahatchee River, which means 
"River of the Calusa," was their main waterway.  

They traveled by dugout canoes, which were made from hollowed-out cypress logs. They used these 
canoes to travel as far as Cuba. Explorers reported that the Calusa attacked their ships that were 
anchored close to shore. The Calusa were also known to sail up and down the west coast salvaging the 
wealth from shipwrecks  

The Calusa lived on the coast and along the inner waterways. They built their homes on stilts and wove 
palmetto leaves to fashion roofs, but they normally didn't construct walls.  

The Calusa Indians did not farm like the other Indian tribes in Florida. Instead, they fished for food on 
the coast, bays, rivers, and waterways. The men and boys of the tribe made nets from palm tree 
webbing to catch mullet, pinfish, pigfish, and catfish. They used spears to catch eels and turtles. They 
made fish bone arrowheads to hunt for animals such as deer. The women and children learned to catch 
shellfish like conchs, crabs, clams, lobsters, and oysters. 

The Calusa tribe died out in the late 1700s. Enemy Indian tribes from Georgia and South Carolina began 
raiding the Calusa territory. Many Calusa were captured and sold as slaves. In addition, diseases such as 
smallpox and measles were brought into the area from Spanish and French explorers and these diseases 
wiped out entire villages. It is believed that the few remaining Calusa Indians left for Cuba when the 
Spanish turned Florida over to the British in 1763.  

Note: This trail, and other nearby waterways, is part of Phase 3 of the Great Calusa Blueway. Learn 
more about the Great Calusa Blueway trails in this region by logging onto 
http://www.calusablueway.com/articles/navigating-caloosahatchee-river.  
 

 

 
 


