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Blackwater River Paddling Trail Trip Planning

Overview: This winding stream flows through the unspoiled Blackwater River State Forest, with trees
often forming a dense canopy over the river. High bluffs occur in some sections where pine and cedar
trees tower above paddlers. The water is coffee colored, the reason why Creek Indians called the river
“Oka Lusa” (“black water”). White sandbars provide a perfect place for camping or picnicking.

County: Okaloosa, Santa Rosa Nearest towns: Crestview
Trip length: 31 miles

*Mileage: Mile 0—Kennedy Bridge
Mile 5.5—Peadon Bridge
Mile 11—Cotton Bridge
Mile 22.5—Bryant Bridge

Mile 28—Johnson’s Float Launch
. Mile 31—Deaton Bridge Blackwater River State Park

oarWNE

*The provided mileage data is approximate (rounded to the nearest 0.5 mi).

**The river is non-navigable beyond Deaton Bridge at the Blackwater River State Park.
Difficulty: Easy to intermediate

Skill level: Beginner to intermediate

Access Points:

Access Point 1 Put-in: Kennedy Bridge

Nearest town to access point: Munson, FL Miles from access point: 11.6

Directions to access point: From Munson, take SR 4 east 2.7 miles to Hurricane Lake Road. Go north
on Hurricane Lake Road and continue until it becomes Beaver Creek Road (3.6 miles). After 2 miles turn
east on Kennedy Bridge Road and proceed 3.1 miles to the bridge.

Note: Snags may occasionally block the river between Kennedy Bridge and Peadon Bridge.
Check with local outfitters for current conditions.

Access Point 2 Put-in: Peadon Bridge

Nearest town to access point: Baker, FL Miles from access point: 8

Directions to access point: From Baker, take SR 189 north 4 miles to Riley Barnhill Road. Go west
on Riley Barnhill Road 3.2 miles until it becomes Peadon Bridge Road and continue 0.5 mile to Peadon
Bridge.

Access Point 3 Put-in: Cotton Bridge

Nearest town to access point: Baker, FL Miles from access point: 4

Directions to access point: From Baker, take SR 4 4.2 miles west to Cotton Bridge.



Access Point 4 Put-in: Bryant Bridge

Nearest town to access point: Crestview, FL  Miles from access point: 16

Directions to access point: Take US 90 west out of Crestview. After 14 miles, turn north onto Kelly
Mill Road for 0.6 miles, then west onto Bryant Bridge Road and continue 1.3 miles to Bryant Bridge.

Access Point 5 Put-in: Johnson’s Float Landing

Nearest town to access point: Milton, FL Miles from access point: 17

Directions to access point: From Milton, Take US 90 East 10 miles to Deaton Bridge Road. Turn North
and continue 3.5 miles to Forest Road J40 on right. Turn right and follow J40 3.5 miles to launch point.

Access Point 6 Put-in: Blackwater River State Park/Deaton Bridge
Nearest town to access point: Milton, FL Miles from access point: 14

Directions to access point: Take US 90 east out of Milton 10 miles to Deaton Bridge Road. Turn north
and continue 4 miles to Deaton Bridge within Blackwater River State Park.

Driving distance from Kennedy Bridge to Blackwater River State Park: 20 miles
Topo maps (USGS quads): Blackman, Baker, Munson, Floridale, Harold

Gazeteer page: 27

Outfitters within 20 miles of trail:

Adventures Unlimited

850-623-6197
http://www.adventuresunlimited.com/

Blackwater Canoe Rental
1-800-967-6789
http://blackwatercanoe.com/

Shuttle service offered: See outfitters

USGS link (water level info): http://waterdata.usgs.gov/usa/nwis/uv?site_no=02370000

Break / Lunch areas: There are plenty of large sandbars along the river that provide opportunities for
rest breaks.

Camping options: Camping is permitted along the river on the numerous sandbars and at Blackwater
State Park. http://www.floridastateparks.org/blackwaterriver/Activities.cfm

Other lodging: Hotels are available in Crestview
Food/Beverage restrictions: No glass containers are allowed on the river.

What to expect on the river:

e Tidal influence: None

e Pull-overs: None



Low branches: None

Narrow water: None

Shallow water: Possible depending on water levels

Strong currents: Possible depending on water levels

Rocks: None

Houses: Very few

Shoals: None

Tight turns: None

Open water: None

Springs: None

Potable water sources: Blackwater River State Park

Wildlife: Freshwater fish, turtles, some wading birds

Natural communities: Upland pine and mixed forest above many of the high banks, floodplain
forest along some of the river oxbows.

Portages: Possible after storm events or at low water levels

Swimming: Blackwater River State Park is a popular swimming and tubing destination in the
summer months.

Motorboats: Unlikely / Very few

Expect at parking: Kennedy Bridge

Parking fee: None

Bathrooms: None

Hours of operation (gates close): None

Camping: None

Camping fees: N/A

Crowds: Not likely

Boat Ramp: None

Potable water source: None

Canoe/kayak launch: A path leads down several steps to an unimproved launch

Expect at parking: Peadon Bridge

Parking fee: None

Bathrooms: None

Hours of operation (gates close): None
Camping: None

Camping fees: None

Crowds: None

Boat Ramp: None

Potable water source: None
Canoe/kayak launch: Unimproved

Expect at parking: Cotton Bridge

Parking fee: None

Bathrooms: Yes

Hours of operation (gates close): Sunrise - Sunset
Camping: None



= Camping fees: None

= Crowds: None

= Boat Ramp: Yes

= Potable water source: Yes

= Canoe/kayak launch: None

Expect at parking: Bryant Bridge
= Parking fee: None
= Bathrooms: None
= Hours of operation (gates close): None
= Camping: None
= Camping fees: None
= Crowds: None
= Boat Ramp: Yes
= Potable water source: None
= Canoe/kayak launch: None

Expect at parking: Johnson’s Float Launch
= Parking fee: None
= Bathrooms: None
= Hours of operation (gates close): None
= Camping: None
= Camping fees: None
= Crowds: None
= Boat Ramp: No
= Potable water source: None
= Canoe/kayak launch: Yes

Expect at parking: Blackwater River State Park (Deaton Bridge)
= Parking fee: Yes
= Bathrooms: In Park
= Hours of operation (gates close): 8:00 AM - Sunset
= Camping: In Park
= Camping fees: Yes
= Crowds: Possible in summer
= Boat Ramp: No
= Potable water source: In Park
= Canoe/kayak launch: Yes

Notes:

There are plenty of camping options along the river. Paddlers should have no problem finding a suitable
sandbar to camp on. Paddlers should check stream flow data and weather conditions before embarking
on a trip. The Blackwater River can rise very quickly and make paddling difficult and conditions
dangerous. Be aware there are no more access points after Deaton Bridge within the
Blackwater State Park, and the river is not navigable within a short distance. Be sure to exit

at this point.




