


    






Skip to main content
  
    
      
        
           
            
              Florida Department of Environmental Protection
              
            
          

        

        
          	A-Z Index
	Forms
	News
	Events
	Contact Us


          	
	
	
	
	
	


      

    
  
  
 

          



   
  


    
      
        
          MENU
          
          
          
                    
        
                      
              
            
                  

      

      
                    
            
    


 
            
    
      
      
    
    
    	
          
                About DEP                      
          
	
          
                How Do I                  
                      
        
  
    
  
  
        	
          
                Apply for a Permit                      
          
	
          
                Apply for a Job with DEP                      
          
	
          
                Access the DEP Business Portal                      
          
	
          
                Clean Up Sites Contaminated by Petroleum                      
          
	
          
                Contact Geographic Information Systems (GIS)                      
          
	
          
                Contact the GIO                      
          
	
          
                Dispose of Unwanted Medicine                      
          
	
          
                Find DEP Standard Operating Procedures                      
          
	
          
                Find a Permit                      
          


  





  
        	
          
                Find a Spring                      
          
	
          
                Find Hurricane Information                      
          
	
          
                Find Parks, Trails & Recreation Areas                      
          
	
          
                Find Water Supply Plans                      
          
	
          
                Florida Beach Access                      
          
	
          
                Get GIS Data                      
          
	
          
                Get Information About the Volkswagen Settlement, Florida Mitigation Fund                      
          


  





  
        	
          
                Get Training and Certifications                      
          
	
          
                Learn about Florida’s Coral Reefs                      
          
	
          
                Learn about Septic Tanks                      
          
	
          
                Learn about Sinkholes                      
          
	
          
                Learn about Wastewater Management                      
          
	
          
                Protect the Environment from Solid and Hazardous Wastes                      
          


  





  
        	
          
                Purchase Property                      
          
	
          
                Receive Analytical Lab Services                      
          
	
          
                Report Algal Blooms                       
          
	
          
                Research Florida Geology                      
          
	
          
                Review Agency Rules                      
          
	
          
                See Pollution Notices                      
          
	
          
                Submit a Nondiscrimination Complaint                      
          
	
          
                View DEP's Interactive Maps                      
          


  





  



  
	
          
                Divisions                  
                      
        
  
    
  
  
        	
          
                Administrative Services                      
          
	
          
                Air Resource Management                      
          
	
          
                Cabinet Affairs                      
          
	
          
                Communications                      
          
	
          
                Ecosystems Restoration                      
          
	
          
                Environmental Accountability and Transparency                      
          
	
          
                Environmental Assessment and Restoration                      
          
	
          
                Florida Geological Survey                      
          


  





  
        	
          
                General Counsel                      
          
	
          
                Inspector General                      
          
	
          
                Intergovernmental Programs                      
          
	
          
                Land and Recreation                      
          
	
          
                Law Enforcement                      
          
	
          
                Legislative Affairs                      
          
	
          
                Office of the Secretary                      
          
	
          
                Ombudsman and Public Services                      
          
	
          
                Recreation and Parks                      
          
	
          
                Regulatory Programs                      
          


  





  
        	
          
                Resilience and Coastal Protection                      
          
	
          
                Springs                      
          
	
          
                State Lands                      
          
	
          
                Sustainable Initiatives Programs                      
          
	
          
                Technology and Information Services                      
          
	
          
                Waste Management                      
          
	
          
                Water Policy and Ecosystems Restoration                      
          
	
          
                Water Resource Management                      
          
	
          
                Water Restoration Assistance                      
          


  





  
        	
          
                Districts                  
                      
        
  
    
  
  
        	
          
                Central District                      
          
	
          
                Northeast District                      
          
	
          
                Northwest District                      
          
	
          
                South District                      
          
	
          
                Southeast District                      
          
	
          
                Southwest District                      
          


  





  



  


  





  



  
	
          
                Air                      
          
	
          
                Lands                      
          
	
          
                Parks & Rec                      
          
	
          
                Waste                      
          
	
          
                Water                      
          


      

  


                 
      

    
  
  
  
  
    





  Your JavaScript is turned off limiting this website’s functionality




        
        Search
        
        
        
        
        


    

    

 


  







 





	
      
  
              
        



			Office of Water Policy and Ecosystems Restoration

	

Home » Divisions » Office of Water Policy and Ecosystems Restoration





  
        
 

        
        
        

              
                                          
			  			  
			  			  			  

						  

           
          

      
	
	
  



  
        
      Contact Water Policy and Ecosystems Restoration    

    
  
  
      
            
    3900 Commonwealth Blvd. #MS 24 

Tallahassee, FL 32399

850-245-3166 
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Water Policy

	Water Management Districts
	Minimum Flows and Minimum Water Levels and Reservations
	Water Supply
	Florida Water Plan
	Water Policy Rulemaking
	Documents, Publications, and Other Helpful Links


	Ecosystems Restoration

	Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP)
	Everglades Forever Act (EFA)
	Northern Everglades and Estuaries Protection Program (NEEPP)
	Publications
	Related Links
	Permitting
	All Water Policy and Ecosystems Restoration Content
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    Ensuring adequate, high quality water for human use and natural systems is essential to sustaining the state’s economy and quality of life. The Office of Water Policy and Ecosystems Restoration is responsible for the regulatory programs that focus on water supply protection and environmental restoration in Florida.

Water Policy

The Water Policy section leads the department in developing appropriate policies based on statutory direction and ensuring effective implementation of its responsibilities under the Florida Water Resources Act. This section addresses statewide water management issues in coordination with the water management districts, other agencies and local governing entities.

Ecosystems Restoration

The Ecosystems Restoration section oversees Everglades restoration efforts for the department, which entails planning, permitting and compliance assistance, and ensuring resources are available for current and future projects. The section’s activities focus on protecting and improving water quality and restoring the ecology and hydrology of the greater South Florida ecosystem, which stretches from the Kissimmee Chain of Lakes near Orlando to the Florida Keys.



Meet the Director

Edward Smith, Director, Office of Water Policy and Ecosystems Restoration

Edward Smith oversees Everglades restoration efforts for the state of Florida, which entails planning, permitting and compliance assistance for the restoration efforts, as well as working to ensure resources are available for current and future projects.

Prior to his current position, he worked for the Department of Environmental Protection in the Division of Water Facilities Regulation in various roles including NPDES Stormwater Program Administrator, statewide compliance coordinator for wastewater facilities and permit writer in the power plant group.






  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




  


  
  



  
            
    
 
         

          
      
        
      
  
  
 
  
 
  
 


  


  
            
              
                Interested in subscribing to DEP newsletters or receiving DEP updates through email?
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                            About DEP

                            The Florida Department of Environmental Protection is the state’s lead agency for environmental management and stewardship – protecting our air, water and land. The vision of the Florida Department of Environmental Protection is to create strong community partnerships, safeguard Florida’s natural resources and enhance its ecosystems.
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