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Please provide more information about the propesed profect (Uit 2,750 chroctens.)
The Choctawhatchee Bay Water Quality Initiative is a program designed to improve the
water quality of the inshore waters in and around the Choctawhatchee Bay watershed.

Choctawhatchee Bay is an impaired Florida water bady that outlets into the Gulf of
Mexico. Covering an area of approximately 37,000 acres in Okaloosa County, this water
body serves a vital economic role for the County. The Bay and its tributaries (Santa Rosa
Sound, Cinco Bayou, Garniers Bayou, and Rocky Bayou) provide a valuable recreation
source for County residents and area tourists, while the watershed supports recreational
fishing and limited shellfish harvesting. For these reasons, it is important to safeguard the
Bay against harmful pollutants.

Okaloosa County has 51 documented saltwater stormwater outfalls into the
Choctawhatchee Bay Watershed. Stormwater exiting these outfalls carry harmful
pollutants including: fecal coliform, enterococcus, nitrogen, phosphorous, hydrocarbons,
floating and suspended debris, and sediments, These constituents accelerate the
degradation of the waterbody, thereby threatening the recreational and economic use of
the resource.

The County intends to install stormwater separators at multiple saltwater outfall locations
throughout the Bay to reduce continued pollutant loading. A typical separator installation
costs approximately $100,000 utilizing out-sourced contractors. Each location will require
an engineering analysis and design. In addition, each proposed site will need to be
permitted through the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Staff estimates
that the cost of the program including engineering, design, permitting, and construction
will be approximately $5,000,000.

The County's current stormwater Capital Improvement Plan budget allocation for projects
is approximately $500,000 annually, a portion of which could be dedicated to this project.
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Disclaimer:
The submission of project information does not guarantee project funding. Projects will be evaluated using criteria identified in OPA,
MNEPA, implementing regulations, and related laws, Selection and funding determinations will be made by the Trustee Council,
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