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O Project Information

O Project Description
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The West Bay of the St. Andrew Bay fistuary prsject offers the unusual spportunity to
prCItect an alrnost undeveloped estuary in Florida. Located in the Panama City, FL area, the
5t. Andrew Bay [cosystern is one of the most diverse estuarine ecosysterns in North
America, reportedly suppafiing msre than 3600 species in its watershed.

The 5t. Andrew Bay Estuary, consisting of West Bay, North Bay, East Bay and 5t. Andrew
Say, is believed to contain the largest arnount of seagrass in the Florida panhandle - more
than 9800 acres, as well as 9200 a{res of saltmarsh and 900 acres of tidal flats" The system
srlpports comrnercially harvested oyster recfs in West, North and fiast Bays. The uplands
surrounding the estuary support at least 15 natural cammunities"

West Hay is the western-most arrn of the 5t. Andrew tsay. Almost all of the more than 30
rniles of the West Bay shoreline and 4S miles of creek and tributary frontage/buffer lands
are undeveloped. Most of the uplands are undeveloped and are in silviculture, owned by
the 5t. Joe Company.

The 2003 Nature Conservancy study of the West Bay watershed identified the most
sensitive lands, totaling approxirnately 40,000 acres - the West Bay Preservation Area
{WBPA}. According to the report, "Protection of the WBPA would preserve the majarity af
the coastal lands encompassing a near-pristine - and within Florida's panhandle, a unique
* estuarine ecosystem. Few opportunities with the significance of protecting a substantial
portion of a nearly self-contained watershed and estuary it helps to feed have ever been
rnade available by a single owner,"

About 14,50S acres in the WBPA are already protected through rnitigation agreements,
and additional lands are protected by easements. At least 4500 other acres are available
fsr conservation purchase or easement. Acquisition of these lands wauld cornplernent
other conservation efforts in the region, such as the Econfina Creek Water Management
Area and lhe Pine Log State Forest. E
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Anticipated to benefit approximately 15 listed plant spp & at least 5 listed animal spp

O Project Status : Pr**ertytftes**rce Atqtii^iifi*n ln Progiess

Prairct Pl*nntngi*esigrt ln Progress

{'rqiert Psf$?;lll}?.r3: In Progress
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Disclaimer:
The submission of project information does not guarantee poect funding. Projects will be evaluated using criteria identified in OPA,

NEPA, implementing regulations, and related laws. Selection and funding determinations will be made by the Trustee Council.
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