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Governor Crist Announces $25-Million Tourism Advertising Campaign  

Memorandum of Understanding with BP 
~ To help tourism industry in Panhandle first ~ 

 
TALLAHASSEE – Governor Charlie Crist today announced Florida has received 

$25 million from BP for Visit Florida and local tourist development councils to air a 
tourism marketing campaign with ads reflecting the accurate condition of Florida’s 
beaches. In addition, Governor Crist announced the finalization of a Memorandum of 
Understanding between the State of Florida and BP.  Through a combination of live 
video-camera feeds, social marketing and television and online advertising, potential 
travelers will learn that Florida’s beaches and world-renowned fishing grounds are open 
for business and free from any affects from the Deepwater Horizon incident in the Gulf 
of Mexico. The campaign will focus first on the Panhandle region, and then on all 
coastal counties experiencing economic impact from the Deepwater Horizon event. 

 
“Florida continues to be a great value for families, business travelers and 

international visitors seeking an enjoyable vacation experience.  In spite of negative 
images and reports people may be hearing about Florida’s beaches and fishing 
grounds, this campaign will tell the world how they can see live images of Florida 
beaches and businesses,” Governor Crist said. “We will use BP’s resources as quickly 
as possible to target every city and region that support tourism destinations in the 
Panhandle, as well as national and international markets.” 

 
Yesterday, Governor Crist spoke with President Obama and Gulf Coast 

Governors about the current economic impacts of the oil spill, even though oil has not 
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reached Florida’s shores. The Governor urged attention and assistance to small 
businesses such as oystermen and charter boat captains in the Panhandle, who begin 
the crucial summer season for Florida’s tourism industry with the upcoming Memorial 
Day Holiday weekend. 

 
Governor Crist has directed an extensive national tourism advertising campaign 

during the next two months to ensure potential travelers have accurate information 
about the Deepwater Horizon oil spill’s impact on Florida’s beaches and waters. The 
campaign will include broadcast television and radio, print, online and social marketing, 
targeting in-state, domestic and international markets. The campaign will also include 
extensive proactive image generation and distribution of photos and videos of visitors 
enjoying Florida beaches and attractions. 

 
For more information about Governor Crist’s actions relating to the Deepwater 

Horizon oil spill, please visit 
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/deepwaterhorizon/files/052510_deepwater_horizon_response
.pdf.  

 
For information on Florida’s response to the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, visit 

www.dep.state.fl.us/deepwaterhorizon, follow www.Twitter.com/FLDEPalert or call the 
Florida Oil Spill Information Line at 888-337-3569. 
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AGREEMENT

AGREEMENT (this "Agreement") Gated U of May 20. 1010. by aod between BP
uploration k Prodllclion loc. ("B''') aJICI. tllc State of Florida (dle "State").

UClTAl.S
A. The explOlion at the Deepwater Hori%.on Oil Rig louled in tbe Gulf ofMQ,iC() and
the rel:Ultins oil spill (!h~ "Event") has Ilffec.ted the: State's tourism indll,rty,

B. Governor Charlie Crist requcsted IpproJ.imateJy 525 million of financial
a&8istanec from BP to fund In enJ.ergca.ey markctillg campaign.

C. Governor Cbarlie Crist also rtlquested an .dditiooal $10 million of financial
8uistance to lUnd tJl:a1ketUtS Slll'port for impacted counties.

O. BP desires to auUt th~ S1lle by providing $25.000.000 (the .piI)'UlOI'ta) 10 \he SCnte
for usc in lin emergency marketing campa.ip.

NOW, THEREFORE, BP and the StJrtc hereby agree &$ fallows:

1. PBY1Dtm!. Pnwptly after th~ 5ecution and cldiwry oflM> Agrcanent. BP !Mll
provide tbe Psyment to the Slate by wire~ 01 such .moubtlo tII~ DesiguMed Slate Agt.o1)c}·
(IS def_ below). The .P1~atshall be Urevoc-blc aDd llOIlRfbodable.

:2. Use af the Payment. The PlI)'n1c:ntDli be .,iBbursd by 1be ))esjgtIated SW~
AflptcY. 9t'itbin 90 days Bhr the date beKof, to promote lOUribll in 1bc Stale in a manner
de3igoed to alleviate or miti@ltc eux:ema Tcs\llting &am the EWllt. SubjccllO abc fotcgoing, lhe
Stale shall t121'VC fiJll discretiOn (0 _Db_ th~ appropriate IW: of the '?aytllet1t fDr such pw,ose
and chc Dcsi paled State Agency sbIlU keep reasonably d~tailed~Jofhow lbe P8ym 0111
111.1 beeII U$~d. Nld disbnr.~d. The State $hall seal! », a report on how the Pa.ymcnt was IJScd

promptly a1ler the end ()f weh 9O-day period. the partit.1l further lIl,rree that the djsburscmcolof
the Payment 'M11 be ia complilm,CC with BU applicabl6 stute laws and fe81l1alfoM.

3. DesignJlte4 State A~j,jY.As used herein~ -Designated Sllle Ageneyd ill the
FJoridaDivision ofEnwgencyMan..gement.

4. N/JJure of FIlDcj§. Tbe »ayment!ball in no way .ffeet, modifY, alter) binder or
Ccrcstall lll1y claims dial the ShU lDay have against 8P or otbm. These funds are provided in
addition to and irrespective QfBP's obliptions undef \be Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (the ''OPA'') or
so)' other lppJit:.llblc lllate or fedenl1aw; provided that BP ed thr. S'-'~ agree that the State sball
not seek reimbur.semel'1t under the OPA or aoy other applicable stare IX" federal Jaw, or from BP
or atly ofits affiliates, for eO£D tbIt dlr. Sraro h-., altClildy paid out ofthe Payrne:nt~ the Drteat
being that the State ~baU 1WI recel't"C 8 Mulde payment for the t8WQO CODts.

S. MipIIBneous:. Thir Agrt::emcnt COIIWQS th~ cntiR undersmn<liDg of the patti~

with ~gard lO lhe subjf:cl matter conwDCld beRin, 1bu parties hCleto. by mQlUslllgreement jn
wriling. may 8JDen.d.. modify Of supplement thi$ Agreement. Thi!l Aatcement may be cxceuled in



one or more co\lDt.e1p8ns. cadi ofwhich sball be coDSidered an original coUDleJpart, and shall
become effective when both parties have cltceuted ODe counterpart. Thil Agreement shall not
constitute an admission oJ Iillbility or fact by any party. Thit Agreement shall be govorned by
I'nd construed in aecorducc with the Jsws of the St&te ofFJoridl&.

6. IN Wl'I'NiSS WHEREOF, the u.ndersignal ,Rtties MwJ ~fQ.rt(:d and ddiYCtCd Ibis
Agreemenl as of lhedate firstwritkrl a'bove.

By:

ODUCTION INC,

STAn OYFLORlDA

8y. -=-("":"'7'~~~~-.<~~'-=~",:",~-_-:-=='=:'.=''==:~~.L-;_
David Habtead~ Direclor .
Florida Division ofEmergct1C)' MaDagemCllt
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