Indian River- Malabar to Vero Beach

e —~
A - "
I A W | Kl
L ]
‘—:— A ~
A—
- .
e p, T %
L Py ? i

Kfé‘;d-\ccom IlsJ\men'ts "

sn -

A-.,

-~

-
~

"The Irtdlan River la
* . beautiful esTuary, is vltaif to our economy and envlronme»nt
ture is unceér l-n-'-_Preservlng and protectlng the "
g qon s eneflczal to ours andfut:ib'e generatlons

‘:‘.&ﬂ-};

?’“

yet zts

L ™, "}l > :
' ',‘ Lo ‘.l"
,Q‘ -
N y B
~ -
7 # [
’, ‘
L
Yy
‘, g

CIR

7S

CKVL

n, America's most diverse and .

"Y-,.r e £
Ihe Indlaﬂ'ﬂvjé‘r Lagoon Aquatic Preserve ‘aff |s-currently working with
emes Management Area (CISM

Qups to create

ironmental

Gooperatlve I,nvaswe

S akghoTaersm owdlng gomprehenswe and coordinated management of i
* The Spoil Island orklng Group (SIWG) continues its annual,fneetmg'to

arning Center and SJRWMD National Estua.ry Program.

A

ultiple governmeft arﬂ privat
The SISMA assists
e species.

dan and coordinate

-3

;?ancement elféorts SIWG parthers include Florida Institute of Te¢hnology, Keep Bre{zj\rd Beautiful,

e Volunteers Igéed over 700 hours of spoil island enhancement over the 2009-2010 spoil island season.
Partmpantsfrom all walks of life assisted in enhancement efforts; from students to retirees, Eagle Scouts
to private’companies. Over 500 native plants were placed as well as.picnic tables, fire rings, and an

educational kiosk.

* The citizen support organization, the “Coastal Preserves Alliance” continues to support the Indian River
Lagoon Aquatic Preserve by increasing community awareness through its annual outreach event

“Gobyfest”.
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Island enhancement volunteers after installing an educational kiosk

Project Spotlight

Island Enhancement Program

The Indian River Lagoon Aquatic Preserve staff coordinates
volunteer work days twice per month for habitat restoration,
recreational enhancement, and cleanups on spoil islands in the

9 aquatic preserve. We are

“ partnering with Keep

- Brevard Beautiful, Indian

~ River Lagoon National

Estuary Program, boating
groups, academic institu-

- tions, and other community
organizations within
Brevard and Indian River
Counties. Volunteers are
working to improve visitor

access and build public recreation facilities - docks, gazebos and
picnic tables - later enjoyed and maintained by these same "end
users". Exotic invasive plant removal and restoration of native
plants are essential components of the Indian River Lagoon Spoil
Island Project and ultimately improves habitat for birds and other
species. Experiments with mangrove and various salt marsh grass

Native plantings by island enhancement
volunteers

species are currently being investigated to stabilize eroding
shorelines on spoil islands and other public lands. Funding for the
Indian River Lagoon Spoil Island Project is provided by the Indian
River Lagoon Aquatic Preserves Field Office and Florida Inland
Navigation District.



Aquatic Preserve Facts:

* Turkey Creek and the St. Sebastian River are the
main freshwater tributaries of the Indian River
Aquatic Preserve.

* The tidal influence of the Sebastian Inlet and
wind driven currents provide flushing of the
Indian River Aquatic Preserve and regulate its
salinity.

Sebastian Inlet and St.  This aquatic preserve is characterized by the
Sebastian River overlap of temperate and subtropical zones along
with the convergence of fresh and brackish water

systems that create a highly diverse ecosystem.

*The Indian River Lagoon is America’s most
diverse estuary. There are over 400 species of
fish, 260 species of mollusks and 479 species of
shrimp and crabs.

* Public uses include boating, swimming, fishing,
clamming, sail boarding, kayaking, and
manatee, dolphin, and bird watching.

Crab on mangrove

Local contact:
Laura Herren
Aquatic Preserve Manager

3300 Lewis Street
Ft. Pierce, FL 34981
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