
WHY IS EPA REGULATING DRY CLEANERS?

The Clean Air Act of 1990 directs the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to regulate the
emissions of 189 chemical compounds designated as
Hazardous Air Pollutants (HAPs).  Perchloroethylene, also
known as “perc”, is on the list of HAPs and is the most
commonly used chemical solvent at dry cleaners. In September
1993, the EPA issued national regulations to control air
emissions of  “perc” from dry cleaners.

As a result of these regulations, the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) has developed operational
standards and control technology requirements to reduce air
pollution from dry cleaning operations using “perc”.  These
requirements are consistent with the federal regulations.

IS YOUR BUSINESS AFFECTED?

It depends on the type of machines a facility uses, when the
machinery was initially purchased and the amount of  “perc”
purchased each year.

December 9, 1991 is an important date under the regulations.
Whether a machine was initially purchased by this date will
determine if it is “existing” or “new” and will determine what
type of control devices (if any) are required.

If a facility has machines initially purchased before December
9, 1991 the source will be classified as “existing”.  If a facility
has machines initially purchased on or after December 9, 1991,
the source will be classified as “new”.  The table below
identifies these classifications.

If a facility falls under any of these categories, it qualifies
for a Title V General Permit.  If the facility exceeds these
limits then it is not eligible for a general permit, but is
required to obtain a Title V air permit as a major source of
air pollution. Dry cleaning facilities using petroleum
solvents or synthetic solvents other than
perchloroethylene, coin-operated dry cleaning facilities,
and drop-off only stores are exempt from General
Permitting requirements.

WHAT DO I DO NEXT?

If a business is affected and is eligible for a Title V General
Permit, and the facility owner has not notified DEP, the
owner can contact the Small Business Assistance Program
(SBAP) at 1-800-SBAP-HLP (1-800-722-7457) and ask
for a Title V General Permit Notification Form.  All facilities
to which this applies are urged to mail the notification form
as soon as possible.

WHAT RECORDS SHOULD I KEEP?

Operators of large dry cleaning machines, are required to
conduct weekly leak detection and make necessary
repairs. Operators of small dry cleaning machines are
required to conduct biweekly leak detection and also make
necessary repairs.

Leaks that are obvious to sight, smell, or touch, must be
checked and repaired within 24 hours.  During a leak
check, findings should be recorded, and noted in a
maintenance log.

 (Continued on back page)

DRY CLEANERS FACT
SHEET

Category Type of Machine Purchase Amount of “Perc” Required Controls
Existing Small Area Source:
(Machines Initially Purchased
Prior to December 9, 1991)

dry-to-dry only
transfer only
both types

less than 140 gals/year
less than 200 gals/year
less than 140 gals/year

No Controls Are Required

Existing Large Area Source:
(Machines Initially Purchased
Prior to December 9, 1991)

dry-to-dry only
transfer only
both types

140 gals/year up to 2,100 gals/year
200 gals/year up to 1,800 gals/year
140 gals/year up to 1,800 gals/year

Refrigerated Condenser
or

Existing Carbon Absorber
(if installed before September 22, 1993)

New Small Area Source:
(Machines Initially Purchased on
or after December 9, 1991)

dry-to-dry only
transfer only
both types

less than 140 gals/year
less than 200 gals/year
less than 140 gals/year

Refrigerated Condenser

New Large Area Source:
(Machines Initially Purchased on
or after December 9, 1991)

dry-to-dry only
transfer only
both types

140 gals/year up to 2,100 gals/year
200 gals/year up to 1,800 gals/year
140 gals/year up to 1,800 gals/year

Refrigerated Condenser



All purchase receipts for determination of “perc” solvent
consumption, calibration records, and exhaust duct
monitoring records on “perc” concentrations are required
to be maintained by the responsible official and kept on-
site for a minimum of five years.  All records should be
certified by the responsible official on a semi-annual basis
(every 6 months).  The following statement should be
added to the end of each record to satisfy the certification
requirements:

“Responsible Official” is defined by one of the following:

1. For a corporation: a president, secretary, treasurer, or
vice-president of the corporation in charge of a
principal business function, or any other person who
performs similar policy or decision-making functions
for the corporation, or a duly authorized representative
of such person if the representative is responsible for
the overall operation of one or more manufacturing,
production, or operating facilities;

2. For a partnership: a general partner;

3. For a sole proprietorship: the owner;

4. For a municipality, state, federal, or other public
agency: either a principal executive officer or ranking
official.

ARE THERE OTHER REGULATIONS THAT
I MUST MEET?

Dry cleaners that use “perc” have been required by federal
standards to handle any “perc” wastes (for example,
cartridge filters) as a hazardous waste.

Depending upon the amount of “perc” waste produced,
such facilities may be classified in one of the following
categories as a hazardous waste generator:

• conditionally exempt small quantity generator
• a small quantity generator
•  a large quantity generator

Secondary containment for dry cleaning solvents is also
required.  The deadline to install secondary containment
and the type of containment both depend on when the
facility commenced operation.  For more information,
contact the Hazardous Waste Section in the Department of
Environmental Protection in Tallahassee at 850/488-0300.

For many dry cleaners it has been good practice to obtain a
hazardous waste generator identification number.  This
number is used to track the handling, transport, and
disposal of “perc”.  A hazardous waste identification
number can be obtained by contacting the Hazardous
Waste Section.

Good housekeeping practices should also be followed.
Store all solvent and waste materials in containers which
are impervious and chemically unreactive to
perchloroethylene. Close and secure machine doors except
during loading and unloading. Drain cartridge filters in their
housing for at least a 24-hour period, and maintain the
solvent-to-carbon ratio and steam pressure for carbon beds
in accordance with the manufacturer’s specifications. All
containers holding “perc” (cartridge filters and condensate
wastes) should be kept closed. All dry cleaning equipment
should be operated and maintained according to the
manufacturer’s instructions found in the operation and
maintenance manuals

Local environmental programs may also have additional
county requirements.  This is more likely in larger counties
such as Dade, Broward, Palm Beach, Hillsborough, Pinellas,
Duval and Orange. However, the best practice is to √check
regardless of where the facility is located.  Local regulations
can change more quickly than state or federal regulations.

As the responsible official, I hereby certify each record, as
true, accurate, and complete.

Signature: Title: Date:

Need More Help?

For additional information on Dry Cleaning
operations, please contact the Small
Business Assistance Program at:

1-800-SBAP HLP or 1-800-722-7457

INSTANT HELP
TRY OUR WEB PAGE

http://www8.myflorida.com/environment/learn/air/sbap/index.html


