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DEP South District is Making Safety A Habit!

Last month the South District Safety Committee held a safety poster contest. The employees were invited to submit posters individu-
ally and as teams. Eight posters were submitted with topics that included swimming pools, road construction, boating, and office stor-
age areas, among others. The posters were judged by the Safety Committee based on content, clarity, and creativity.

The individual award was presented to Teresa Zilko-Miller for her poster on working outdoors. It is featured this month on the Safety
and Loss Control webpage. The team award went to Ben Paswater and Chris Nappi for their boating awareness poster. The winners
received a DEP Safety Program travel cup. The remaining participants received a pocket size first aid kit. Stay tuned! A safety poster

from the program areas will be featured each month. Submit your posters to Kim Bundage.

DEP South District Safety Poster Contest

Aﬂle Simple Guidelines to Safe BQQ
Boating can be fun,

but it can also be
DANGEROUS. Follow |
these simple
guidelines and you
can enjoy a day of
fun-filled on-water
activities.
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Office of Greenways & Trails
Emphasizes Safety in All Phases of Operation

The Office of Greenways & Trails requires safety
training for all staff and volunteers before they are
allowed to perform work on the state trails that in-
cludes use of power tools.  Kirk Marhefka, Man-
ager of the Nature Coast State Trail, Ranger Tom
Griffin, and Lancaster Correctional Institution Officer
Jarrod Jones continually provide safety training to
GWT volunteers.

They are shown here participating in a discussion
about the safe use of chainsaws and the Bandit
Wood Chipper following the viewing of a safety
video. Safety First is emphasized throughout all of
the Office of Greenways & Trails’ operations.
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Southwest District Helps Protect Staff from HIN1

When the Southwest District (SWD) initially began
to receive Department of Health and State Emer-
gency Operation Center notices and media updates,
along with information provided by local authorities
regarding the H1N1 virus, they realized they needed
an effective, timely way to coordinate all of the infor-
mation and make it available to staff as soon as pos-
sible under the leadership of Safety Program Man-
ager, Gordon Romeis. The SWD established a
folder on their district common drive and began
copying and pasting into word documents the impor-
tant components of each advisory. In addition, the
SWD assigned each document a descriptive nhame,
the source, and the date and time of receipt. All
advisories were made immediately available to staff.
The SWD now has a chronological reference li-
brary.

Thanks to Ryan Pedigo, Director of Public Health
Preparedness for Hillsborough County Department
of Health, the district was generously provided with a
supply of portable flu safety kits for SWD staff. Each
plastic zipper bag contained hand sanitizer, Kleenex,
and ten single-use disposable thermometers. The
safety kits were well-received. Staff also commented
that they believe that SWD Administration takes a
true interest in their safety.

DEP Captures the Gold Again!

The Department won the Gold Medal safety award presented annually by the
Department of Financial Services, Division. of Risk Management. The credit
for this award goes to all of you who dedicate your time and energy making the
Department a safe place to work. Your proactive safety attitudes continue to
improve the Department’s safety culture.

Please continue to actively promote the Department’s safety process and con-
tinue to reach for the GOLD. Remember, each agency is judged on the De-
partment of Financial Services’ Best Management Practices which are in-
cluded in the annual safety program evaluation each year. Don't forget to re-
view last year’'s evaluation and be sure you are addressing each area of the
evaluation.

5 Hurricane Safety Tips

Hurricane season is among us.
Here are five necessary steps that should be taken for hurricane prepared-
ness.

1 All important papers, special photos and CD's should be secured properly.
Include social security cards, birth certificates, high school diplomas, titles and
deeds to property. Photos of special occasions or loved ones cannot be re-
placed, so including these would be a good idea too.

2 If you live in hurricane-prone area, plan ahead and take a video or photos of
your property before you leave. This will help you later with insurance claims
that you'll need to file.

3 Consider booking a room in a motel in a nearby town or state. Make sure to
get directions and put them in the car ahead of time. If you have pets, make
sure the hotel is pet-friendly.

4. Organize a hurricane kit, including overnight clothes, batteries, flashlights,
battery operated radio/television, bottled water, non-perishable foods, prescrip-
tion medicines, and cash. Make sure to include sleeping gear if you plan on
going to a temporary shelter. Board games or a deck of cards will come in
handy in keeping children occupied and entertained.

5. If you decide to stay with home, board up windows or protect your windows
from the wind by crisscrossing them with layers of duct or packing tape. Stay
inside and stay put.



