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Introduction: 
 
This project was designed to develop a low-cost educational campaign for recycling 
awareness.  The state has eliminated Recycling Education Grants to the Counties in the 
state.  As a result, many communities are starting to notice a decrease in the recycling 
rate.  One of the problems is a lack of community education as it relates to recycling.  
This project focused on continuing and educational campaign on a shoestring budget 
and serve as a model for the rest of the state to use. 
 
 
Summary: 
The Florida Department of Environmental Protection provided $55,000 to Brevard 
County through a Florida Innovative Grant.  This grant demonstrated through the use of 
a low cost quarterly newspaper insert how recycling education can increase recycling 
rates, the amount of materials recovered and public awareness as it relates to recycling.    
 



The following sections contain a summary of work performed during this project: 
 
1. Project Development 

 
Coordinated several meetings with project partners to layout the project design 
concept and implementation.  This included outline project goals, development of 
timeline with project partners and associated responsibilities. 

 
2. Equipment Procurement. 
 

 No equipment will be purchased under this project. 
 
3. Project Implementation: 

 
SWIX worked with Brevard County, Elevation Brand and Hill & Knowlton to 
develop the four newspaper inserts, establish baseline recycling rate prior to 
education campaign, distribute inserts, gather statistics on increases in recycling 
rate after inserts as well as pre and post project bin counts.  Attachment 1 
contains a copy of the inserts.  Total Circulation of the newspaper inserts was 
101,000 per insert. 

 
As part of this Education Campaign a web site was developed to coincide with 
the newspaper insert. 

 
http://www.brevardrecycles.org 

 
Attachment 2 contains a copy of the Web page that coinsides with the inserts 
and Attachment 3 contains Report Statistics from the Web Site for all of the 
inserts. 
 



The Web site received 10,212 hits for the entire project as a result of the 
newspaper inserts.  

 
Summary of Web Site Statistics 

 

Month 
 Unique 
visitors   Number of visits   Pages   Hits  

Bandwidth 
(in MB) 

Nov-07 9 15 47 415 3 
Dec-07 43 52 75 856 7 
Jan-08 18 22 28 201 2 
Feb-08 206 235 318 2,976 35 
Mar-08 79 86 114 1,062 12 
Apr-08 176 207 265 2,531 26 
May-08 49 58 123 877 10 
Jun-08 129 147 209 1,294 28 

Total 709 822 1,179 10,212 123 
 
 

Summary of Project Results: 
 

Summary of Recovered Materials Recycled Comparison for 2007 and 2008: 
 TOTAL TOTAL  
MONTH FY 2007 FY 2008 % CHANGE 
NOVEMBER 789.44 729.24 -7.63% 
DECEMBER 728.6 639.03 -12.29% 
JANUARY 897 735.72 -17.98% 
FEBRUARY 745.25 703.10 -5.66% 
MARCH 717.92 764.12 6.43% 
APRIL 655.25 729.19 11.28% 
MAY 659.62 740.37 12.24% 
JUNE* 728.7     
        
  5,921.78 5,040.76   

 



Summary of Bin Request Comparison for 2007 and 2008: 
 

  2007 2008     
MONTH TOTAL TOTAL % CHANGE NOTE 
November 93 119 27.96% 1st Insert 
December 85 107 25.88%   
January 121 143 18.18%   

February 71 637 797.18% 

County ran 5 ads 
during week, 2nd 
insert on following 
Sunday. 

March 86 395 359.30%   
April 107 272 154.21% 3rd Insert 
May 87 223 156.32%   
June 95 202 112.63% 4th Insert 
          
  745 2,098 181.61%   

 
 

Summary of Recycling Bin Set-Outs 
 Pre Bin Count (%) Post Bin Count (%)  

Bin Count Area 2007 2008 % Change 
Area 1 36.06% 35.70% -1% 
Area 2 36.43% 46.23% 27% 
Area 3 30.80% 30.92% 0.40% 
Average 34.43% 37.62% 9% 

 
 
3. Data Collection/Report Preparation 
 

Compiled data and prepared work period reports as well as the final report.  
 
4. Technology Transfer 
 

Prepared a PowerPoint Presentation and presented at the Recycle Florida Today 
2008 Annual Conference on the concept of this project.  Attachment 4 contains 
the Agenda from the RFT Conference and a copy of the PowerPoint 
presentation. 



Attachment 1 



ATTENTION SHOPPERS: Save and “reuse” boxes
for packing and shipping gifts. If not, drop them off
(and gift wrap rolls) at a Brevard recycling location. 

JUST DESSERTS: Finish off meal prep by recycling
aluminum and steel cans and glass and plastic bottles.
Also, give food gifts in reusable containers. 

PARTY FAVORS: Give holiday party guests recycling
options throughout your home, especially areas
where you also have trash cans. 

OH TANNENBAUM!: Put your holiday tree (sans
decorations) curbside on your yard waste collection
day. Recycled trees are then turned into mulch. 

Take it to the curb, Brevard. RECYCLE!

AND YOU
THOUGHT 
YOU PUT ON
WEIGHT 
DURING THE 
HOLIDAYS!

Between Thanksgiving and New Year’s Day, Americans 
generate an extra five million TONS of trash.

Get your FREE curbside bin today:
Visit BrevardRecycles.org for more information or call 321.633.2043.

ReNew Year’s Resolution: RECYCLE MORE. 
There’s an idea! Here are a few more:

Recycling 
one aluminum can 

saves enough energy to run 
your TV for one screening of 
A Christmas Story followed 

by a double-feature of 
A Charlie Brown Christmas. 



for 
kidsGREEN

RESOLUTION FUN

Recycling is a family affair. Sit down with your

kids or grandkids and TALK TO THEM about

how recycling helps the environment and how

they should COMMIT TO DOING THEIR PART.

Clip out this pledge card and post on your fridge to remind you to recycle!

I resolve to recycle!
(write your first name here!)

If I do not currently have a curbside bin, I
will call 321.633.2043 to get one.

I will recycle all of my aluminum and steel
cans, plastic and glass bottles, newspaper
and other recyclable items.

I will put my curbside bin out 
every week for pick up.

I promise to do my part to make 
a better environment!

Signed:

true or false?
1. Most Americans throw away five 

(5) pounds of trash every day. 

2. An aluminum can you recycle 
today could be back in your house 
as a new can in just two (2) months. 

3. If all our newspaper was recycled, 
we could save about 50,000 trees    
each year.

4. Americans use 85,000,000 tons 
of paper a year; about 680 pounds 
per person.

5. A modern glass bottle would 
take 4,000 years or more to 
decompose.

6. An aluminum can can be recycled 
up to three (3) times. 

Find the words below.They can appear backwards,
horizontally, vertically or diagonally.

FINDTHATWORD!

TEST AN
SW

ERS: 1. F (7.5 POUN
DS) 2. T

3. F (250,000,000 TREES) 4. T
5. T

6. F (FOREVER)

!
REDUCE

REUSE

DATA

ALUMINUM

GLASS

CURBSIDE

TRUCK

MRF

RECYCLE

PLASTIC

BIN

NEWSPAPER

LANDFILL

K J R E C Y C L E Q P K Q
L Y V U D L I S V D D I R
S T R U C K I E S H F E P
G Y E L E Y Q M P A D R M
R I W R E S U E R U L V M
A L U M I N U M C O C G L
Z D G H Z J F E M E I I L
C U R B S I D E G N T D I
R E P A P S W E N C S D F
Y U Z P I O R N P M A A D
X L Y N X R I K L Y L T N
C I Q C E B N Y Z N P A A
A P D Y T V W A E A Y W L



Log on to BrevardRecycles.org.
(Or you can call 321-633-2043)

Request your FREE curbside bin.
(You can even ask for two if your family

plans to recycle a lot!)

In about 2 weeks, you’ll have your new 
bin. Place it in your kitchen (or near 

your trash can) so you don’t forget to 
recycle. Out of sight, out of mind!

HOW IT WORKS:
Your curbside bin is all you need to get 
started! You don’t need to do anything 
else to sign up, just set your bin out 
on collection day. 

Recycle everything you can. We accept 
aluminum and steel cans, glass bottles 
and jars and ALL plastic bottles (but 
no motor oil, herbicides, pesticides or 
pool chemicals) and new this month: 
newspaper, office paper, junk mail, 
magazines, catalogs and phone books. 

To find out your recycling day, call 
Waste Management at (321) 723-4455.
Or ask your neighbor!

Take it to the curb, Brevard. RECYCLE!

NOT PART OF 
THE RECYCLING

CROWD?

1

2

3

JOIN TODAY! NO MEMBERSHIP FEE REQUIRED!

ALL YEAR LONG, YOU CAN MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT. 
AND WHAT’S BETTER… IN THREE EASY

STEPS YOU’LL BE ON YOUR WAY: DID YOU KNOW? 
Every day Americans buy 
62 million newspapers 
and trash 44 million.

DID YOU KNOW? 
We throw away enough aluminum cans 

to rebuild a commercial airline fleet 
every three months.

GET YOUR BIN TODAY! Visit BrevardRecycles.org



FOR 
KIDSRECYCLING FUN

Recycling is a family affair. Sit down 
with your family and talk to them about 
how recycling helps the environment
and how they can do their part. 

RECYCLING
SUDOKU

Fill in the grid to the right just like 
a sudoku puzzle, but instead of 

numbers you use recycling symbols 
and images. Make sure that every 

image in the image bank is used
once (but only once!) in every row, 

column and every square. 

FILL IN THE BLANKS
Use each word below only once to fill in the blanks.

image bank:

word
choices:

• week
• 9,200 tons
• environment
• recycled
• aluminum cans
• reuse
• curbside bin
• resources

(The answer key can be found on BrevardRecycles.org if you get stuck!)

c

GREEN

Recycling helps the _____________________and saves natural ____________________. 

Your ___________________ should be left at the curb every _________________________

so the materials can be ________________________ . Your family should recycle all 

of your ___________________________ , newspapers, plastic bottles and steel cans. 

Last year, Brevard Countyresidents recycled over _________________________of 

materials. Reduce, ___________________________ and recycle!

c



Log on to BrevardRecycles.org 
(Or you can call (321) 633-2043).

Request your FREE curbside bin 
(you can even ask for two if your 

family plans to recycle a lot!).

In about two weeks, you’ll have your 
new bin. Place it in your kitchen (or 

near your trash can) so you won’t forget 
to recycle. Out of sight, out of mind!

How Recycling Works in 
Unincorporated Brevard County:

Your curbside bin is all you need to 
get started! You don’t need to do 
anything else to sign up, just set your 
bin out on collection day.

Recycle everything you can. We accept: 
paper (newspaper, office paper, junk mail, 
magazines, catalogs and phone books), 
aluminum and steel cans, glass bottles and 
jars and ALL plastic bottles (but no motor oil, 
herbicides, pesticides or pool chemicals).

To find out your recycling day, call 
Waste Management at (321) 723-4455.  
Or ask your neighbor!

Take it to the curb, Brevard. Recycle!

?

1

2

3

If you are not already recycling, 
use this occasion as your excuse

 to get rolling.  In three easy 
steps you’ll be on your way:

The U.S. is the #1 
trash-producing 
country in the world at 
approx. 1,600 pounds 
per person/year.

A 60-watt light bulb 
can run for over a 

day on the amount of 
energy saved by recycling 

one pound of steel. 

GET YOUR BIN TODAY! Visit BrevardRecycles.org 

DID YOU KNOW? 

what are 

YOU 
doing
for
earth
day

 Earth Day is April 22!


