
BY NICOLE RODRIGUEZ
Correspondent

FORT PIERCE — Sarah
Panzau’s battered body lay
lifeless on a dark stretch
of Highway 64 in St. Louis.
Her body stopped bleed-
ing because most of her
blood covered the pave-
ment around her. She had
no pulse and no blood pres-
sure. Paramedics on the
scene gave her no chance
of survival and were ready
to call the coroner – until
she gasped for air.
Fast-forward seven

years to 2010. TheMissouri
native,now28, survivedher
near-fatal drunken driving
accident.
Panzaudeliveredasober-

ing message to 150 Indian
RiverStateCollegestudents
on Wednesday about the
dangers of drunken driv-
ing and the importance of
sound judgment. During
the hourlong presenta-
tion, Panzau poignantly
described the physical and
emotional pain of a life for-
ever changed because of
poor decisions.
“I thought this would

never happen to a girl like
me. It just wasn’t supposed
to happen to a girl likeme,”
Panzau said as she choked
back tears. “But onAug. 23,
2003, it did, when I chose to
drink and drive.”
Before the accident, Pan-

zau was a college student
and two-time member of
the National Junior Col-
lege Athletic Association

women’s volleyball All-
Americanteam.ButPanzau
starting hanging out with
the wrong crowd, drinking
anddoingdrugs and traded
her college career for a bar-
tending job at the age of 19.
“I’m living proof of peo-

plewhomakepoorchoices,”
she said. “I took my life for
granted, and more impor-
tantly, I took other people’s
lives for granted.”
Panzau donned a tank

top and gym shorts, show-
ing off her scar-ravaged
body. She lost her left arm
in the crash when she was
ejected from her car, and
has endured more than
40surgeries.Panzau,whose
blood-alcohol level was
nearly four times the legal

limit, was the only one
injured in the accident.
“Every time I look in

the mirror, I’m reminded
of that day,” an emotional
Panzau said. “If you make
poor choices, consequences
will follow.”
Panzau’smessagemadea

lasting impact on students.
Twenty two-year-oldbusi-

ness major Donovan Van
Der Merwe survived his

own DUI crash, escaping
unscathed.
“It really hit home,” Van

Der Merwe said. “It was
hard to seewhat couldhave
happened tome.”
“Having a speaker like

her, insteadof someonewho
just talks about drunken
driving statistics really
made an impact,” Kelly
Bolton, 18, said. “She really
inspiredme.”
Panzau now devotes her

life to speaking to teens
and young adults about
drinking and driving, mak-
ing good decisions and the
importance of parents and
families. She spends nine
months out of the year on
theroad,visitingadifferent
state eachweek.
“I really believe I am sav-

ing a life by sharing my
story,” Panzau said.
Formore information on

Sarah Panzau, visit www.
sarahsjourney.com.

Crash victim offers sobering words
Sarah Panzau lectures IRSC students
on dangers of drinking and driving

Sarah Panzau lost her left
arm at 19 in a 2003 car
crash in Missouri.

Felony arrests:
Dimitrios Kokkiinarios, 47, 3200•

block of Vernon Street, Fort
Pierce, cocaine possession,
violating restrictions placed on
driver license

Matthew Haynes, 26, 2600 block•
of Sterling Court, Fort Pierce,
aggravated battery with deadly
weapon

Michael White, 42, 4700 block•
of Avenue I, Fort Pierce, shooting
missile into dwelling or vehicle or
building or aircraft

Thomas Foster, 30, 300 block•
of Southwest Traub Avenue, Fort
Pierce, possession of oxycodone,
sale or delivery of oxycodone

Clifford Graham, 23, 3100 block•
of Avenue S, possession of cocaine

John Montenegro, 31, 6700 block•
of Northwest Dorothy Street, Port
St. Lucie, possession of controlled
substance, possession of drug
paraphernalia

Erik Egler, 28, 6700 block of•
Northwest Dorothy Street, Port St.
Lucie, possession of oxycodone,
possession of drug paraphernalia

ST. LUCIE COUNTY
CRIME BLOTTER

Graduation ceremonies begin
this month for high school
students. Below is a listing
of graduation ceremonies
scheduled for the Treasure
Coast. Graduations are not
open to the public, and some
schools limit graduates to a
certain number of tickets for
family and friends.

ST. LUCIE COUNTY
Treasure Coast High
School: 7 p.m. Thursday,
Adams Arena, St. Lucie County
Fairgrounds
St. Lucie West Centennial
High School: 7 p.m. Friday,
Adams Arena, St. Lucie County
Fairgrounds
Port St. Lucie High School:
8 a.m. June 5, Adams Arena, St.
Lucie County Fairgrounds
Fort Pierce Central
High School: noon, June 5,
Adams Arena, St. Lucie County
Fairgrounds
Lincoln Park Academy:
3:30 p.m., June 5, Adams Arena,
St. Lucie County Fairgrounds
Fort Pierce Westwood
High School: 7 p.m., June 5,
Adams Arena, St. Lucie County
Fairgrounds

INDIAN RIVER COUNTY
Master’s Academy: 4 p.m.
Sunday, First Church of God, 1105
58th Ave., Vero Beach
Vero Beach High School:
7 p.m. Friday, Citrus Bowl, 1707
16th St., Vero Beach
Sebastian River High
School: 7 p.m., June 5, Shark
Stadium, 9001 90th Ave., Sebastian

GRADUATION
CEREMONIES
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Enrolling now for the FREE Voluntary Prekindergarten program.
Register for the summer or fall session.

School Readiness is a subsidized childcare program available 
to income eligible families.

For further information about the above programs,
please call 772-595-6363.

For opening doors for young children and
providing high quality, early learning experiences
through the Voluntary Prekindergarten Program

and the School Readiness Program.

Children
Are Our
Future

And dedicated childcare
 providers help ensure the

well-being and success of St. Lucie County’s 
children. The Early Learning Coalition of

 St. Lucie County appreciates you.

Thankyou...
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF INTENT 
TO ISSUE AIR PERMIT

Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Air Resource Management, Bureau of Air Regulation

DEP File No. 1110138-001-AC
Geoplasma-St.Lucie,LLCPlasmaGasificationProject

Waste-to-Energy (WTE) Facility
St. Lucie County

Applicant: TheapplicantforthisprojectisGeoplasma-St.Lucie,LLC.The
applicant’s authorized representative and mailing address are: Dr. Hilburn
O. Hillestad, 171 17th Street NW, Suite 1550, Atlanta, Georgia 30363.
Facility Location: The proposed Geoplasma-St. Lucie, LLC WTE Facility will 
be located in St. Lucie County on a parcel of land approximately 9 acres in size 
withintheboundaryoftheexistingSt.LucieCountySanitaryLandfill.The
landfillislocatedoffofGladesCut-OffRoadsouthofthecrossingofInterstate
95 and the Florida Turnpike and approximately 8 miles southwest of the City of 
Fort Pierce.
Project: ThisWTEprojectinvolvestheconstructionofagross24megawatt
(MW)plasmaarcgasificationWTEfacilityandancillaryequipment.Theplasma
arcgasificationsystemwillprocessmunicipalsolidwaste(MSW),tireswith
steel belts and other permitted feedstocks to produce a synthetic gas (syngas) 
consistingprimarilyofcarbonmonoxide(CO)andhydrogen(H2)asthefuel
components. The syngas will be combusted in a multi-stage thermal oxidizer 
followed by a heat recovery steam generator (HRSG) to generate high pressure, 
high temperature steam to drive a steam turbine-generator (STG) providing 
electrical energy to the grid.
ThisisthefirstlargescaleprojectutilizingplasmaarctechnologytogasifyMSW
to generate electrical power in the United States. The facility will gasify up to 686 
tons per day of MSW, tires with steel belts and other permitted feedstocks. Per 
403.061(18),FloridaStatues(F.S.),theDepartmenthasthepowerandthedutyto
encourage and conduct studies, investigations, and research relating to pollution 
and its causes, effects, prevention, abatement, and control.
Theprojectconsistsofthefollowingmajorequipmentcomponents:feedstock
receivingandsortingsystems;materialhandlingsystems;plasmaarcgasifier;
emergencyflaresystem;multi-stagethermaloxidizer;HRSG;highefficiencySTG;
auxiliaryboiler;emergencydieselgenerator;anddieselfireenginewaterpump.
Theprojectwillresultinemissionsincreasesof:46.3tonsperyear(TPY)of
CO;50TPYofnitrogenoxides(NOX);38TPYofparticulatematter(PM);
37.6TPYofPMwithameandiameterof10micrometers(μm)orless(PM10);
17.5TPYofsulfurdioxide(SO2);34.1TPYofvolatileorganiccompounds
(VOC);negligibleamountsoflead(Pb)andmercury(Hg);and18.9TPYof
hydrogen chloride (HCl) a hazardous air pollutant (HAP). Because the potential 
emissionsarebelowthemajorsourcethresholds,areviewforthePreventionof
SignificantDeterioration(PSD)andabestavailablecontroltechnology(BACT)
determinationwerenotrequired.EmissionsofanindividualHAP(HCl)exceeds
10TPY,butacase-by-casemaximumachievablecontroltechnology(MACT)
determinationwasnotrequiredbecausetheplasmaarcgasifierandmulti-stage
thermaloxidizerassociatedwiththeprojectaresubjecttotheNewSource
PerformanceStandards(NSPS),40CodeofFederalRegulations(CFR),Part60,
Subpart Eb – Standards of Performance for Large Municipal Waste Combustors 
ofSection129underthecleanairact(CAA).
TomeettherequirementsofSubpartEbandtoinsurethatemissionsarelessthan
themajorsourcethresholdforPSDandthatcomplianceisachievedwithother
applicableNSPSandotherpermittedemissionlimits,theDepartmentrequires
installationandoperationofthefollowingairpollutioncontrolequipmentand
practicesatthefacility:anelectrostaticprecipitatorandafabricfilter(PMand
PM10); good combustion practices (CO and VOC); selective catalytic reduction 
(NOX,mercury(Hg)anddioxin/furan);powderedactivatedcarboninjection
(HgandothermetalHAP);andfluegasdesulfurization(SO2,sulfuricacidmist
(SAM)andacidgasHAPsuchasHCl).Inaddition,reasonableprecautionsas
definedbyabestmanagementpractices(BMP)planwillberequiredtocontrol
fugitive dust and other emissions associated with MSW, tires and other material 
receiving, storage, sorting and processing.
TheDepartmentwill requirethatcontinuousemissionsmonitoringsystems
(CEMS)beinstalledforNOX,SO2,COandHgemissionsandthatacontinuous
opacity monitoring system (COMS) be installed for visible emissions (VE). 
Emissionsfromtheauxiliaryboiler,theemergencygeneratorandthefireengine
water pump will be controlled by: use of clean fuels; good combustion; and, 
design and compliance with applicable NSPS.
TheDepartmentreviewedanairqualityanalysispreparedbytheapplicant.
The analysis demonstrated that ground-level concentrations of nitrogen dioxide 
(NO2), PM10, COandSO2causedbytheproject, includingbackground
concentrations, will be much less than the respective National or Florida ambient 
airqualitystandards(AAQS).
Permitting Authority: Applicationsforairconstructionpermitsaresubjecttoreview
inaccordancewiththeprovisionsofChapter403,F.S.andChapters62-4,62-210and
62-212oftheFloridaAdministrativeCode(F.A.C.).Theproposedprojectisnotexempt
fromairpermittingrequirementsandanairpermitisrequiredtoperformtheproposed
work. The Permitting Authority responsible for making a permit determination for this 
projectistheBureauofAirRegulationintheDepartmentofEnvironmentalProtection’s
Division of Air Resource Management. The Bureau of Air Regulation’s physical 
addressis:111SouthMagnoliaDrive,Suite#4,Tallahassee,Florida.TheBureauofAir
Regulation’smailingaddressis:2600BlairStoneRoad,MS#5505,Tallahassee,Florida
32399-2400.TheBureauofAirRegulation’stelephonenumberis850/488-0114.
Project File: Acompleteprojectfileisavailableforpublicinspectionduring
the normal business hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday 
(except legal holidays), at the physical address indicated above for the Permitting 
Authority.ThecompleteprojectfileincludestheDraftPermit,theTechnical
Evaluation and Preliminary Determination, the application and information 
submittedbytheapplicant(exclusiveofconfidentialrecordsunderSection
403.111,F.S.).InterestedpersonsmaycontactthePermittingAuthority’sproject
engineer for additional information at the address and phone number listed 
above.Inaddition,electroniccopiesofthesedocumentsareavailableonthe
following web site:
www.dep.state.fl.us/Air/emission/construction/geoplasma.htm
Notice of Intent to Issue Air Permit: The Permitting Authority gives notice of its intent 
toissueanairconstructionpermittotheapplicantfortheprojectdescribedabove.The
applicanthasprovidedreasonableassurancethatoperationoftheproposedequipment
willnotadverselyimpactairqualityandthattheprojectwillcomplywithallappropriate
provisionsofChapters62-4,62-204,62-210,62-212,62-296and62-297,F.A.C.The
Permitting Authority will issue a Final Permit in accordance with the conditions of the 
proposedDraftPermitunlessatimelypetitionforanadministrativehearingisfiledunder
Sections120.569and120.57,F.S.orunlesspubliccommentreceivedinaccordancewith
thisnoticeresultsinadifferentdecisionorasignificantchangeoftermsorconditions.
Comments: The Permitting Authority will accept written comments concerning 
theproposedDraftPermitforaperiodof14daysfromthedateofpublication
of this Public Notice. Written comments must be received by the Permitting 
Authoritybycloseofbusiness(5:00p.m.)onorbeforetheendofthe14-day
period.IfwrittencommentsreceivedresultinasignificantchangetotheDraft
Permit,thePermittingAuthorityshallrevisetheDraftPermitandrequire,if
applicable,anotherPublicNotice.Allcommentsfiledwillbemadeavailable
for public inspection.
Petitions: A person whose substantial interests are affected by the proposed 
permitting decision may petition for an administrative hearing in accordance with 
Sections120.569and120.57,F.S.Thepetitionmustcontaintheinformationset
forthbelowandmustbefiledwith(receivedby)theDepartment’sAgencyClerk
intheOfficeofGeneralCounseloftheDepartmentofEnvironmentalProtection
at3900CommonwealthBoulevard,MailStation#35,Tallahassee,Florida32399-
3000(Telephone:850/245-2241).Petitionsfiledbyanypersonsotherthanthose
entitledtowrittennoticeunderSection120.60(3),F.S.mustbefiledwithin14
days of publication of this Public Notice or receipt of a written notice, whichever 
occursfirst.UnderSection120.60(3),F.S.,however,anypersonwhoasked
thePermittingAuthorityfornoticeofagencyactionmayfileapetitionwithin
14daysofreceiptofthatnotice, regardlessofthedateofpublication.A
petitioner shall mail a copy of the petition to the applicant at the address indicated 
above,atthetimeoffiling.Thefailureofanypersontofileapetitionwithin
the appropriate time period shall constitute a waiver of that person’s right to 
requestanadministrativedetermination(hearing)underSections120.569and
120.57,F.S.,ortointerveneinthisproceedingandparticipateasapartytoit.
Anysubsequentintervention(inaproceedinginitiatedbyanotherparty)will
beonlyattheapprovalofthepresidingofficeruponthefilingofamotionin
compliancewithRule28-106.205,F.A.C.
A petition that disputes the material facts on which the Permitting Authority’s 
action is based must contain the following information: (a) The name and address 
ofeachagencyaffectedandeachagency’sfileoridentificationnumber, if
known; (b) The name, address and telephone number of the petitioner; the name 
address and telephone number of the petitioner’s representative, if any, which 
shall be the address for service purposes during the course of the proceeding; and 
an explanation of how the petitioner’s substantial rights will be affected by the 
agency determination; (c) A statement of when and how the petitioner received 
notice of the agency action or proposed decision; (d) A statement of all disputed 
issuesofmaterialfact.Iftherearenone,thepetitionmustsoindicate;(e)A
concisestatementoftheultimatefactsalleged,includingthespecificfactsthe
petitionercontendswarrantreversalormodificationoftheagency’sproposed
action;(f)Astatementofthespecificrulesorstatutesthepetitionercontends
requirereversalormodificationoftheagency’sproposedactionincludingan
explanationofhowtheallegedfactsrelatetothespecificrulesorstatutes;and,(g)
A statement of the relief sought by the petitioner, stating precisely the action the 
petitioner wishes the agency to take with respect to the agency’s proposed action. 
A petition that does not dispute the material facts upon which the Permitting 
Authority’s action is based shall state that no such facts are in dispute and 
otherwiseshallcontainthesameinformationassetforthabove,asrequiredby
Rule28-106.301,F.A.C.
Becausetheadministrativehearingprocessisdesignedtoformulatefinalagency
action,thefilingofapetitionmeansthatthePermittingAuthority’sfinalaction
maybedifferentfromthepositiontakenbyitinthisPublicNoticeofIntentto
IssueAirPermit.Personswhosesubstantialinterestswillbeaffectedbyanysuch
finaldecisionofthePermittingAuthorityontheapplicationhavetherightto
petitiontobecomeapartytotheproceeding,inaccordancewiththerequirements
set forth above.
Mediation: Mediation is not available for this proceeding.
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